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12,000 


attend 


Sviato 25 


By Marco Levytsky 

An estimated 12,000 people at- 
- tended Sviato 25, Edmonton's 
celebration of the 25" anniversary 
of Ukraine's Independence at Sir 
Winston Churchill Square in front 
of City Hall, August 28. 

This -- the largest outdoor 
Ukrainian celebration in Alberta’s 
history -- featured 700 perform- 
ers, with 130 volunteers helping 
with all the arrangements for the 
festival, which was organized by 
a committee chaired by Taras Po- 
dilsky and operating under the um- 
brella of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress, Edmonton Branch. 

Another 160 clergy from the 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Ed- 
monton and the Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox Eparchy of Western Canada, 
choir members and others partici- 
pated at the Prayer Service, con- 
celebrated by His Grace Bishop 
David Motiuk, Ukrainian Catholic 
Eparch of Edmonton and the Very 
Rey. Archpriest Georg Podtepa of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
(representing His Grace Bishop П- 
arion Rudnyk). 

"І feel like we accomplished a 
mission that the Ukrainian com- 
munity will hopefully be proud of 
and will resonate with our brothers 
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and sisters in Ukraine,” said Gene 
Zwozdesky, volunteer Executive 
Producer of the event. 

Twenty five years earlier, Zwoz- 
desky served as Executive Direc- 
tor of Alberta’s celebration of the 
Centennial of Ukrainian Settle- 
ment in Canada. It was at the Na- 
tional Opening of the Centennial 
Celebrations, held in Edmonton on 
August 30, 1991, that then Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroney publi- 
cally reiterated his pledge made at 
a press conference with then U.S. 
President George H. W. Bush four 
days earlier to recognize Ukraine’s 
independence just as soon as the 
people approved it in a referendum. 
They did so with 91 per cent vote 
in favour and Canada became the 
first then Western country and the 
second in the world (after Poland, 
then still considered Eastern) to 
recognize independent Ukraine. 

“Tt is our great honour to host 
this large scale, one-day event, in 
recognition of the 25" anniver- 
sary of Ukraine’s Independence 
on Churchill Square, here -- in the 
heart of downtown Edmonton,” 
said UCC Edmonton President 
Orysia Boychuk in her address. 

“As we all know, right now 
Ukraine still continues to struggle 
for its independence and lives, 
which are under threat by its neigh- 
bour. The world, along with our 
Ukrainian community in Edmon- 
ton, must never lose sight of the 
ongoing challenges for freedom, 
which Ukraine has faced and con- 
tinues to face. The importance 
of recognizing and celebrating 
Ukraine’s independence is greater 
now, than ever before. 

«І vividly remember how more 
than two years ago our Ukrainian 
community came together here on 
Churchill square in support of our 
brothers and sisters at Ukraine’s 
Euromaidan. It is very symbolic 
that the hero of Euromaidan -- 
Ruslana is celebrating Ukraine’s 
25" Anniversary here with us to- 
day!” she added. 

“We recognize the rich tapestry 
of Alberta’s Ukrainian community, 
which has played -- and continues 
to play -- a central role in the life 
of our city. Here in Edmonton -- 
as in so many other communities 
across the nation -- the Ukrainian 
community has made its mark in all 
areas -- from business and recrea- 
tion, to the arts, and public service. 
So today we join with the Ukraine 
and other communities around 
the world to honour this historic 
achievement through a celebra- 
tion of song, dance, and food,” said 
Edmonton City Councillor David 
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Wild Arkan 


Ukraine 5 superstar Ruslana gave a knockout performance at Edmonton's Northern Jubilee Auditorium, August 
30 in celebration of the 25" Anniversary of Ukraine’s Independence. Pictured above: She does an energetic 
Arkan with members of Edmonton’s Ukrainian Shumka Dancers. For more see pages 10 and 11 of this issue. 
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Toronto celebrates Independence 


Over 10,000 people celebrated the 25th annual Ukrainian Independence Day at Centennial Park in Toronto, 
August 20. Pictured above: The Ukraina dance ensemble. For more see page 8 of this issue. 


BC Place lights up for Independence 


Vancouver 5 BC place was lit up in Ukrainian colours for the celebration of the 25" Anniversary of Ukraine 5 
Independence on August 24 as that day was proclaimed Ukrainian Day in Vancouver. For more, see the 
Ukrainian-language story on page 2 of this issue. 
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Suite #101, 8330 Fairmount Drive S.E., Calgary, AB 
Tel.: 403-640-1199 


Днем 


СПІЛКА УКРАЇНСЬКОЇ МОЛОДІ - ОСЕРЕДОК ЕДМОНТОН 


Реєстрація 1Зого вересня, 2016 + Для дітей 4+ років 


Щотижневі сходини та літній табори які: 
- виховують молодь в українському 
патріотичному дусі 
- зміцюють почуття приналежности 
до України 


- зберігають українську мову і 


культуру 


- підтримують українське та 


громадське життя 


Join us оп Tuesday, September 13 at 6:30 pm бог registration and family barbeque night. 
For more information, please email edmonton@cym.org, visit us at facebook.com/cym.edmonton, 


or contact Taras Podilsky at 780-479-3114. 


Святкуємо 25-y Річницю Незалежности України 
Celebrating the 25th Anniversary ої Ukraine’s Independence 


Слава Україні! Героям Слава! 


КОНГРЕС УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 


ЕДМОНТОНСЬКИЙ ВІДДІЛ 


UKRAINIAN CANADIAN CONGRESS 


EDMONTON BRANCH 


10629 98 Street NW * Edmonton AB " T5H 2N6 


Учасники пікніку в Stanley Park. 


Грина Широка (КУК - Ванку- 
вер, зв'язки з громадськістю) 

24 серпня мільйони наших 
співвітчизників по всьому світу 
відзначають День Незалежно- 
сти своєї Батьківщини. Українці 
Ванкуверу та їхні почесні гості 
також зібралися на святкуван- 
ня 25-ї річниці Незалежности 
України біля мерії міста. В се- 
реду 24-го серпня Радник міста 
Ванкуверу, Джордж  Афлек, 
урочисто привітав українських 
жителів міста зі святом і поба- 
жав сил 1 розквіту такій молодій 
державі, як Україна. 

Джордж Афлек передав 
вітання від мера Грегора Роберт- 
сона 1 проголосив 24 серпня 2016 
року Днем України в Ванкувері. 

Почесний Консул України 
Любомир Гуцуляк звернувся до 
СВОЇХ  ЗЄемляківВ 3 привітанням 
і закликом не зупинятись в 
боротьбі, бо незалежність вже 
здобута, а свободи нас хочуть 
знову позбавити. Також Консула 
прийшли привітати його колеги 
з таких країн, як США, Сербія, 
Швайцарія, Малайзія, Японія, 
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24 серпня проголошено 
України у Ванкувері 


Венесуела, Колумбія, Індонезія, 
Сальвадор, Китай, Maypiryc, 
Нідерланди, Афганістан, Пакіс- 
тан та Італія. 

З  привітальною промовою 
перед гостями виступила Пре- 
зидент Конгресу Українців в 
Канаді Ванкуверського відділу — 
Наталя Яцкевич, Пані Наталя на- 
гадала, що сьогодні велике свято 
не тільки для України, але й Ка- 
нади, адже українці також свят- 
кують 125-ту річницю перших 
поселень на цій гостинній землі, 
Разом з почесним Консулом па- 
ном Гуцуляком вони урочисто 
підняли український прапор над 
мерією Ванкуверу. 

Того ж вечора освітили стадіон 
ВС Ріасе українськими держав- 
ними кольорами. 

А 27-го серпня відбився пікнік 
в Stanley Park. 

Щиро дякуємо усім, хто до- 
лучився до організації, а зокре- 
ма хору «Світанок» за чудово 
виконані гімни Канади й України. 
Окрема подяка всім, хто зміг 
прийти i розділити з нами цей 
унікальний і урочистий момент. 


Почесний Консул України Любомир Гуцуляк, та Президент Ванку- 
верського відділу КУК Наталя Яукевич. 
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Агент з нерихомості кому Ви можете довіряти 


Ukrainian news paren вісті, soe 1- 25, 1 - 25 вересня, 2016 


President Petro Poroshenko with former Prime Minister Stephen Harper (File Photo) 


Harper awarded one of 
Ukraine’s top honours 


Former Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
has been awarded one of Ukraine's highest 
honours, reports The Canadian Press. 

Ukrainian president Petro Poroshenko 
granted the Order of Liberty to Harper to 
mark the 25th anniversary of Ukraine’s in- 
dependence. 

Past recipients of the award, which rec- 
ognizes contributions towards strengthening 
Ukraine’s sovereignty, include top diplomats 
of NATO and the European Commission. 

Harper led the charge to have Russia boot- 
ed out of the G8 following that country’s an- 
nexation of Crimea in 2014. 

As prime minister, he also pledged mil- 
lions in military trainers and other forms of 
aid to Ukraine, which was also one of the last 
countries he visited before last fall’s elec- 
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tion. 

Harper was not the only Canadian hon- 
oured by the Ukrainian government for their 
contributions — others included his fellow 
Conservative MP Jason Kenney, Liberal MP 
Borys Wrzesnewskyj and other members of 
the Ukrainian-Canadian community. 

Harper said he was deeply honoured by 
the award. 

“T look forward to the day when Ukraine’s 
freedom and territory are no longer threat- 
ened by the Putin regime,” read a message 
on his Twitter account. 

“We must continue to stand with the 
people of Ukraine.” 

Harper is expected to remain involved in 
international issues after he resigns his seat 
as a member of Parliament. 
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GROWING THE 
DIVERSITY 
OF DANCE 

IN ALBERTA! 


ALBERTA UKRAINIAN 
DANCE ASSOCIATION 


ТОВАРИСТВО 


УКРАЇНСЬКОГО ТАНЦІЮ АЛЬБЕРТИ (ТУТА) 


Did you know there are over 60 Ukrainian 
dance schools in every part of Alberta. 


Over 4,000 children, teens, and adults 
participate in Ukrainian dance enriching the 
cultural life of our communities. 


The Alberta Ukrainian Dance Association, 
AUDA, financially assists Alberta Ukrainian 
dance with workshops, scholarships, new 
music development and promotions. 


Photo Credit: Carlin Getz 
Alberta Zirka Ukrainian Performers 
Nicholas Blush & Kristina Wurban 


Last year AUDA provided support for Ukrainian dance 
schools to perform at over 80 community events to over 
30,000 people. 


Help grow the diversity of dance in Alberta! 
For information visit wwaw.abuda.ca 


Photo Credit; Angela Waite Photography Photo Credit: Cheremosh Schoo! of Dance 


Kvitka Red Deer Ukrainian Dance Club 


2015/16 Board of Directors 


Gordon Gordey 
Markiana Melymick 
Paul Olijnyk 


Trevor Shular 
Bogdan Tkachishyn 


Emily Belke 
Graham Currie 
Shane Gibson 


Executive Director: Andrew Wujcik 


А 11759 Groat Road, Edmonton, AB TSM 3K6 T 780-422-9700 info@abuda.ca YY www.abuda.ca 
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У світлу пам'ять батька і 
дорогого мужа, Зеновія 
Красівського, в 25-ту 
болючу річницю трагічної 
смерті (20-го вересня) - 
націоналіста, патріота і 
довголітного політв'язня 
за волю України. Вічная 
йому пам'ять. 


Дружина Стефанія, 
сини Мирослав і 
Ярослав, донька 

Наталя і внуки. 


Службу Божу та панахиду для душі помершого буде 
відправлено в суботу, 17-го вересня, 2016 року о годині 
5-ті вечора у Свято-Миколаївській Українській Католицькій 
Церкві в Торонті. 


Proudly serving the Ukrainian community 


Would you like to-work with funeral 
directors who understand how 
valuable it is for you and your family 
to have a truly meaningful funeral 
experience? 
When the time comes to honor a 
loved one’s memory in a personal 
and respectful way, please call us. 
* Wide range of burial & cremation 
services & products 
* Prearranged funeral plans to 
meet your personal wishes 
and financial budget 


24 hours: 780-426-0050 
Edmonton: 9709 - 111 Avenue 


www.parkmemorial.com 
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Чим пишаються українські посли? 


Ольга Комарова, Радіо Свобода 
Привернення уваги лідерів 


країн, допомога пораненим, 
дітям військових із АТО - 
основні напрямки діяльності 


українських дипломатів, які 
вони вважають важливими на 
сьогодні. Один із послів зазна- 
чив, що допоміг Джамалі ви- 
грати на «Євробаченні» і цим 
пишається. Ми поспілкувались 
із | представниками | України 
у (Канаді, США, Німеччині, 
Франції, та Угорщини. Які до- 
сягнення українські дипломати 
вважають найвагомішими? 

Раз на рік посли України зби- 
раються разом у Києві і визна- 
чають стратегічні завдання у 
своїй подальшій роботі. Однією 
з проблем у роботі закордонних 
дипломатичних установ є не- 
стача матеріальних ресурсів, це 
зауважив міністр закордонних 
справ Павло Клімкін і висло- 
вив сподівання, що в цьому році 
фінансування може покращити- 
ся. 

Проте деякі посли вважа- 
ють, що навіть за відсутності 
ресурсів можливо реалізовувати 
певні завдання зі зміцнення 
зв'язків України та міжнародних 
партнерів. 


Канада 

Андрій | Шевченко, посол 
України в Канаді, розповідає, 
що 2016 рік три канадські 
провінції оголосили 2016 рік ро- 
ком України. Одним із досягнень 
посол вважає підписання угоди 
про зону вільної торгівлі між 
країнами, яка має запрацювати в 
найближчий час. | 
- «В авіації є поняття «свій- 
чужий», коли перевіряє радар 
літак і є там маячок «свій» або 
«чужий». Угода про вільну 
торгівлю із Канадою - це такий 
маячок для бізнесу не тільки 
в Канаді, а й в усьому світі це 
маячок «свій», що можна при- 
ходити в Україну, можна вкла- 
дати сюди гроші, можна заводи- 
ти інвестиції, можна торгувати 
з українцями. Тому значення 
цієї угоди колосальне. Ми дуже 
горді, що Канада є однією з тих 
країн, з якою в України є тепер 
така угода. Будемо наповню- 
вати її реальним життям», - 


UKRAINIAN ENSEMBLE OF EDMONTON 
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CELEBRATING THE 25th ANNIVERSARY OF 
UKRAINE’S INDEPENDENCE 


СЛАВА НЕЗАЛЕЖНІЙ УКРАЇНІ! 


ГЕРОЯМ СЛАВА! 


СЛАВА НАРОДОВІ! 


Ukrainian DNIPRO Ensemble ої Edmonton 
63 years of choral tradition - 63 роки хорової традиції 


"" NEW MEMBERS WELCOME - ЗАПРОШУЄМО В ЧЛЕНИ ** 
Our new season starts Monday, September 12” 7:30 p.m. 
St. John’s Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, Lower level, 10951 — 107 St 


e All voice types welcome 


e Rehearsals оп Mondays 7:30 — 9:30 p.m. 


Запрошуємо усі голоси 
Репетиції по понеділках 


Website_dniprochoir.com * Email info@dniprochoir.com ? FB dniprochoir 


President Susan Romaniuk 
780.430.6407 


Artistic Director Irena Szmihelsky 
780.457.5136 


наголошує Шевченко. 

«У нас не буде проблем із 
безвізовим режимом тоді, коли 
буде повага до українського па- 
спорта. Буде в нас безвізовий ре- 
жим із Канадою, і не колись, а за 
нашого з вами життя, але якщо 
хтось каже, що це буде завтра і 
без зусиль з українського боку - 
це неправда», - зауважує посол. 

Серед досягнень | Шевчен- 
ко називає спільні  навчан- 
ня українських i канадських 
військових. 

«Зараз 200 канадських офіцерів 
на Яворівському полігоні, у 
Кам'янець-Подільському, | тре- 
нують наших українських 
хлопців. Хороша новина для 
нас - вони теж вчаться у нас. 
Я був свідком, коли канадські 
офіцери розповідали канадсько- 
му прем'єру Джастіну Трюдо, як 
вони вчаться в українського сол- 
дата і офіцера. Приклад - окопна 
війна. Канадець про окопи читав 
у книжках про Другу світову 
війну i бачив у фільмах. А зараз 
це реальні бойові умови, в яких 
воюють наші солдати і офіцери. 
Ми учимося в них, вони вчать- 
ся в нас. Сподіваюсь, що i 
зброю ми отримаємо. Але це не 
єдиний спосіб нам допомагати, 
Тренувальні місії, обладнання i 
одяг, і технології, і супутникові 
знімки, які ми отримували - це 
все теж працює», - пояснює 
Шевченко. 


Сполучені Штати 

Валерій Чалий, посол України 
в Сполучених Штатах Америки, 
розповідає, що за всю історію 
стосунків країн була виділена 
найбільша матеріальна допомо- 
га. 

«Більше 650 мільйонів, включ- 
но 335 - на оборону і безпеку. Це 
дійсно значна допомога Сполу- 
чених Штатів i безпрецедентне 
рішення», - зазначає посол. 

Пишаюсь тим, що ті, хто вер- 
таються з Америки, займають 
дуже важливі посади і важливі 
напрями роботи вже в Україні з 
ентузіазмом 

Другим важливим досягнен- 
ням Чалий називає програму 
реабілітації українських бійців у 
США. 

«Дуже пишаюсь тим, що 
ті, хто вертаються з Америки, 
обіймають дуже важливі посади 
ї важливі напрями роботи вже в 
Україні з ентузіазмом. Вважаю 
величезним досягненням не 
тільки те, що підняли на ноги 
наших бійців, а те, що вони ро- 
блять далі, який дух у них і яким 
чином вони вкладають це в ре- 
зультат», - розповідає дипломат. 

Відзначив український  по- 
сол і збільшення уваги з боку 
американських медіа до подій в 


Україні. 
«Ми, особливо останнім 
часом, знайшли рішення i 


розуміння, як повертати Україну 
в фокус уваги американських 
медіа. Це один із важливих 
аргументів, тому що це нам дає 
можливість мати підтримку на 
двопартійній основі в Конгресі 
- республіканців і демократів, 
підтримку Білого дому і Держде- 
партаменту», - зауважує Валерій 
Чалий. 

У перспективі посол України 
в США хотів би бачити спільний 


космічний проект, спільне 
виробництво | озброєння Ha 
українській території, викори- 


стання генералізованої системи 
преференцій стосовно експорту 
- у минулому році відкрили 3800 
позицій, по яких не сплачується 
митний збір, зауважив Чалий. 


Німеччина 

Андрій | Мельник, | посол 
України в Німеччині, головним 
досягненням вважає  налагод- 
ження регулярного довірливого 
діалогу між лідерами двох країн. 
Це дозволяє вирішувати пи- 
тання як у політичній сфері по 
Мінську, так i в економіці, i по 
гуманітарних питаннях, зазначає 
посол. 

«Німеччина зробила чимало, 
можливо найбільше: 81 наш ге- 
рой уже пройшов лікування в 
німецьких шпиталях. До річниці 
Незалежности група німецьких 
лікарів, яка перебуває в Києві, 


відібрала 6 , поранених, які 
вилітають до шпиталів у Берліні 
i Кобленці», - повідомив Мель- 
ник. 


| Український посол порушив 
у Берліні питання про поста- 
чання видів озброєння, які да- 
ють можливість  пеленгувати 
артилерійські системи ворожого 
вогню, щоб запобігти щоденним 
обстрілам. Поки дипломати не 
отримали позитивної відповіді. 
«Крім цього, ми говоримо і 
про ті речі, які для німецької 
сторони виглядають більш 
реалістичними. Зокрема, 
броньовані засоби для транспор- 
тування поранених. Сподіваюся, 
що це одна з тих сфер, де ми мо- 
жемо розраховувати на позитив- 
не рішення», - розповідає посол. 


Франція 

Олег Шамшур, посол України 
у Франції, каже, що найбільші 
зусилля спрямовували на 
протидію російській агресії і на 
збереження позиції французьких 
партнерів щодо санкцій. 

«Нам вдалось зробити дещо 
у сфері публічної дипломатії, 
тобто вийти на ширший фран- 
цузький загал з інформацією, 
правдою про те, що відбувається 
в Україні, про російську агресію 
- це я вважаю важливим з того, 
що було зроблено посольством», 
- зауважує Шамшур. 

Посол України у Франції 
розповів, що українським ди- 
пломатам працювати в цьому 
напрямку важче ніж російським, 
адже ресурси в представництв 
неспівмірні. 

«Ми намагаємось шукати 
нові форми, якісь нестандартні, 
асиметричні, рішення-відповіді 
і, насамперед, використовуючи 
засоби публічної дипломатії, але 
також постійно підтримуючи 
діалог із французькими 
політиками на рівні виконавчої 
i законодавчої влади. Якби ми 
могли вкласти такий самий ре- 
сурс - як інтелектуальний, так 
і фінансовий, було б працювати 
легше. А так доводиться іноді 
докладати навіть надзусилля», - 
наголошує український посол. 


Угорщина 

Любов Непоп, посол України 
в Угорщині, теж виокремлює 
допомогу Україні, пов'язану із 
війною. Угорщина другий рік 
приймає близько 20 військових 
на лікування. У планах по- 
сольства - співпраця із угорсь- 
ким бізнесом по психологічній 
реабілітації українських бійців. 

«Моїм першим заходом на 
посаді була участь у відкритті 
літнього табору для наших 
українських дітей, які є дітьми 
з сімей учасників АТО. У ми- 


- нулому році Угорщина прийня- 


ла понад 650 таких дітей, зараз 
це приблизно 700 дітей. Все 
фінансування здійснюється за 
кошти угорського уряду», - 
розповідає дипломат. 
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Synod opens 


The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Patriarchal Synod was official opened September 4 with a celebration of the Divine Liturgy at the historic St. George's Cathedral Sobor in Lviv, reported 
Bishop Ken Nowakowski, Eparch of New Westminster on his Facebook page that same day. His Beatitude Sviatoslav was the main celebrant and the bishops of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church from Ukraine and Western and Central Europe along with their brother bishops from North and South America and Australia were joined by His Beatitude Gregory III 
Melkite Catholic Patriarch of Antioch and All the East, and Alexandria and Jerusalem. The Synod meetings will end September 11. The Synodal theme this year is Diaconia — service to 
others. Pictured above: Participants of the Synod. 


U.S. expands Russia sanctions Next to issues to be staggered 


(RFE/RL)—The United States has added 37 individuals and entities The next two issues will be staggered between now and October 14 to allow for a late 
to its sanctions blacklist aimed at Russia over its continuing support for summer-early fall break for the staff and also provide time for the Editor to travel to two key 
separatists in eastern Ukraine and the 2014 annexation of the Crimean | events — the Bloor West Toronto Ukrainian Festival and the Triennial Ukrainian Canadian 
eases ) ' _, 21.2 | Congress. The next issue will go to press Sept. 25 and will be mailed Sept. 26. The one after 
“Treasury stands with our partners in condemning Russia’s violation : OF з з ої 
of international law, and we will continue to sanction those who threaten that will go to press Oct. 13 and be mailed Oct. 14. At that point will resume regular printing 

- Ukraine’s peace, security, and sovereignty,” John Smith, acting director | емегу two weeks until Christmas. 
оба па Ак зо ae Loe said on September 1.] This issue was scheduled to go to press Sept. | and be mailed Sept. 2, but was delayed to 

e United States blacklisted a number of Russian companies operat- = 3 2 - 2 

ing. in Crimea, including construction firms Mostotrest and SGM-Most a Sept. 5 press ot and Sept. 6 mailing in order to provide time to prepare the material on 
which have been helping to build a bridge from Russia to the peninsula, Sviato 25, Ruslana’s visit and concert. Due to the long weekend, we only lost one mailing 


a statement said. day, but gained four working days. 
Six separatist representatives in eastern Ukraine and 11 officials in 
: і : 

CHENIER SCN ONES 9249 50 St» Edmonton: AB* T6B3B6 || Chris St. John 


Sales & Estimate Consultant 


Trump aides fought actionflooring Я, * Carpet " Lino " Window Coverings 


designabiltities 
9 і eS * Ceramic * Hardwood " VC Tile 
Tymoshenko’s release in 2012 
Phone 780.468.4118 spmenontioonneee 
(RFE/RL)—U.S. Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump’s Bus: 780-468-4118 » Fax: 780-465-7210 ° Cell: 780-719-1452 
campaign aides in 2012 reportedly fought the release of Ukrainian polit- ен 
ical leader Yulia Tymoshenko when she was in jail. i Р / ||| Сотезевиваї the Edmonton Fall Home Show 


The Associated Press reports that a consulting firm run by former Рано ЄС і 21-23 2016 at the Edmonton EXPO Centre. 
Trump campaign chairman Paul Manafort and his deputy Rick Gates єї р gpbel 


was working for Ukraine’s Party of Regions and directed a multimillion- 
dollar lobbying effort between 2012 and 2014 that undercut U.S. public 
support for Tymoshenko, though she was considered a political prisoner 
by the United States and European governments at the time. 

Manafort resigned from the Trump campaign August 19 amid rev- 
elations about his undisclosed lobbying for the Ukrainian party and 


Ukraine’s pro-Russian President Viktor Yanukovych, who was ousted by North Winnipe 
a popular uprising in 2014. . . . 
Gates continues to serve as Trump’s campaign liaison with the Repub- Credit Union Limited 


lican National Committee. 

Tymoshenko, who was Ukraine’s prime minister from 2007 to 2010, 
was jailed on embezzlement charges following her government’s defeat 
by Yanukovych in 2010. 


Кредитова Кооператива Північного Вінніпегу 


Russia starts military drills Chief Executive Offt cer 


: головний виконавчий урядовець 
оп Ukraine’s border yP 


(RFE/RL)—Moscow has launched large-scale military drills on North Winnipeg Credit Union Limited (nwcu.mb.<ca) is a closed bond 
Ukraine’s eastern border and around Ukraine’s Russia-annexed Crimean credit union that has served Winnipeg’s Ukrainian community since 1943. 
Peninsula. With b d illion, NWCU tak t pride 

- ee : ; 3,300 members апа assets over $104 million, akes great pri 

The Russian Defense Ministry said September 5 that 12,500 service- vote ; 5 . 
men are taking part in the drills across its southern military region. It said in its history and reputation as a leader in member service. 
the Russian Navy in the Black Sea and Caspian Sea are participating in 
the exercises and that planes also are being used. 


For details about this exciting opportunity, visit: 


The six-day exercises will test the army’s ability to “plan, prepare, and creditunion.mb.ca > Credit Union Careers 
carry out military actions,” the ministry said in a statement. 5 з » Х 
Russia last month conducted a large-scale snap drill, putting its troops Sub HU YOUT тезищецео later than September 28, 2016 to: 
on full combat readiness in military districts bordering Ukraine and the Ainsley Desautels, HR Consultant 


Baltic states. ; Credit Union Central of Manitoba 

Tensions between Russia and Ukraine spiked over the summer after 204.985.4968 _ainsley.desautels@cucm.org 
Moscow accused Kyiv of attempting armed incursions into Russia-an- 
nexed Crimea. 


amen 


YKPAIHCbKI ВІСТІ 


MDS 


PO Box 38006 RPO Capilano 
Edmonton, Alberta, T6A 3Y6 


UN Office: 780-488-3693; Advertising: 780-488-3860 
Fax: 780-488-3859; E-mail: ukrnews@shaw.ca 


Publisher: 
Canadian Cryptics Ltd. 
President: Marco Levytsky 
Editor: Marco Levytsky 
Subscriptions: Lesia Levytsky 


Ukrainian News is published bi-weekly by Edmonton Lasergraph- 
ics, A Division of Canadian Cryptics Ltd. Yearly subscription $40.00. 


All rights reserved. The material in this paper cannot be reproduced in 
any shape or form without written permission from the publisher. The 
opinions expressed in the articles do not necessarily reflect those of the 
proprietor, publisher, or editorial board. 


We acknowledge the financial support of the Government of Canada 
through the Canada Periodical Fund of the Department of Canadian Heri 
tage for our publishing activities and the Ukrainian Canadian Foundatio: 
of Taras Shevchenko. 


Canada 


», Shevchenko 
A} Foundation 


as 


Looking back at 25 years 


August 24 Ukrainians and other people around the world celebrated 
the 25" anniversary of Ukraine’s Declaration of Independence. 

The past 25 years have been rather tumultuous. It started with great 
hope. Ukraine was the breadbasket of Europe, had a highly educated 
population and great potential. This was reflected in the massive 91 per 
cent vote in favour of independence in the December | referendum. 

But reality quickly set in. Ukraine lacked a basic government infra- 
structure and civil service. It had very few overseas assets and had to 
heavily rely on Diaspora assistance. An economic crisis fueled by hyper- 
inflation not seen in Europe since the days of the Weimar Republic ray- 
aged the country. Within three years the people were looking for closer 
ties with Russia and elected a president who promised them that — Leo- 
nid Kuchma. 

At the time the Kuchma years were viewed as a period of stagnation, 
but compared with what was to follow, they could now be considered 
the Good Old Days. Though corruption was endemic, it never reached 
the totally obscene levels of the Yanukovych period. A Constitution was 
put in place. The currency was stabilized with the establishment of the 
hryvnia. And despite the deep divisions between the Russian-speaking 
East and Ukrainian-speaking West, Kuchma managed to keep the coun- 
try relatively stable and pursued a “multi-vector” foreign policy carefully 
balanced between Russia and the West. 

But the people of Ukraine wanted better and deserved better. When the 
Orange Revolution reversed the falsified 2004 presidential vote, great 
promise once again lay on the horizon. But the presidency of Viktor 
Yushchenko proved to be a disappointment of unparalleled proportions. 
He let the country go to pot while globetrotting to bask in his new found 
fame, did nothing to implement the much needed reforms and embarked 
on a suicidal personality clash with his former ally Yulia Tymoshenko. 
In the meantime, a bunch of cynical U.S. political manipulators who are 
now working to get Putin’s puppet Donald Trump elected President of 
the United States, set out to cosmetically improve the disgraced Vik- 
tor Yanukovych’s image, propelling him to a narrow victory over Tym- 
oshenko in the 2010 Presidential elections. 

What followed was a descent into a vast abyss of darkness, as Yanuko- 
vych effectively suspended the Constitution, blatantly falsified elections, 
cracked down on freedom of speech, imposed a dictatorship, brought 
corruption to glutinous levels and submitted his country to the personal 
whims of Vladimir Putin. 

Another revolution broke out, but this time it took the sacrifice of 
many lives to finally oust him from power. And his ouster led directly to 
Russia’s annexation of Crimea and invasion of the Donbas. 

However, the people of Ukraine stood up to the challenge. They rallied 
behind the cause. Many volunteers are standing up to Russian aggression 
at their own cost while slowly the military Yanukovych had so effectively 
destroyed through criminal negligence, has started to get more profes- 
sional and rebuild. 

While Russia still controls Ukrainian sovereign territory, Ukraine has 
successfully managed to hold the Russians to a standstill. And Russia’s 
aggression succeeded in arousing a true sense of Ukrainian patriotism 
among the population that hadn’t existed before. 

But problems remain. The current political leadership is just as corrupt 
as previous administrations. But as singer Ruslana pointed out during her 
visit to Edmonton, hope remains and it lies within the people of Ukraine 
themselves, who have shown remarkable resiliency in the past and also 
show that they will stand up for their rights. 

Perhaps the best we can wish for Ukraine on this anniversary is that 
the long-suffering people of Ukraine finally get the leadership they truly 
deserve. 
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Putin has no business being at G20 


When will the West stop rolling over for this ruthless imperialist? 


By Paul Grod, iPolitics, September 2, 2016 

The leaders of the top 20 world economies are gath- 
ering in Hangzhou, China to tackle key issues facing 
global economic growth, trade, investment, climate 
change, energy and sustainable development. Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau and International Trade Min- 
ister Chrystia Freeland are meeting their Chinese 
counterparts to strengthen commercial ties and trade 
opportunities for Canada. 

Joining this 11th G20 Summit will be Russian 
President Vladimir Putin — who presides over an au- 
thoritarian and kleptocratic regime that systematically 
suppresses dissent at home through intimidation, con- 
trol and assassination, wages war against neighbouring 
states and persistently seeks to undermine the inter- 
national rules-based order and global security. 

Putin’s Russia is the greatest challenge to inter- 
national peace and stability the world faces today. In 
the last two years, Putin’s Russia has occupied sover- 
eign Ukrainian territory in the Crimea, where a regime 
of terror has been instituted against all those who op- 
pose the illegal occupation. The indigenous Crimean 
Tatar people, Ukrainian nationals and religious minor- 
ities have been targeted. 

Putin’s Russia has invaded the eastern Ukrainian ob- 
lasts of Donetsk and Luhansk, at a cost of over 9,500 
lives and the displacement of some 1.4 million people. 
On July 17, 2014, Flight MH-17 was flying over Rus- 
sian-occupied territory in eastern Ukraine when it was 
shot down by Russian-backed terrorists with a Rus- 
sian-made, Russian-supplied Buk missile system. 

All 298 people on board the flight were killed, in- 
cluding one Canadian student. Russia’s war against 
Ukraine continues; Russian and proxy forces braz- 
enly ignore the Minsk Agreements, shelling Ukrainian 
forces daily with heavy weapons systems. Since May 
of this year, over 100 Ukrainian soldiers have been 
killed and over 500 wounded as Russia continues to 
wage war in Ukraine’s eastern region in an attempt to 
turn Ukraine into a failed state. 

To continue to give Russia a seat at important de- 
cision-making forums such as the G20 only confirms 
Putin’s profoundly cynical calculation — that short- 
term financial and economic interests always trump 
values and principles. 

Putin has propped up the murderous regime of Syr- 
ia’s Bashar al-Assad, greatly contributing to the mis- 
ery and despair caused by the conflict that continues 
to rage there. The resulting refugee crisis has cost the 
world billions of dollars and has rocked political stabil- 
ity in the EU, Canada and the United States. In 2008, 
Putin’s Russia invaded Georgia, and has for years de- 
stabilized Moldova and other states in the region. 

The international community has been unequivocal 
in its condemnation of Russia’s aggression in Ukraine 


and elsewhere. It has sought to isolate Russia with 
sanctions and barred Russia from the G8 until such 
time as Russia changes course. NATO has moved 
from reassuring its allies to deterring the Russian 
threat. These are half-measures, however. At best 
they’ve dampened Putin’s imperial ambitions; they 
have not reversed them. 

Worryingly, there are increasingly loud calls com- 
ing from some European capitals to roll back sanc- 
tions against Russia and end its international isolation. 
These people have forgotten the words of Winston 
Churchill: “An appeaser is one who feeds a crocodile, 
hoping it will eat him last.” We must never forget the 
painful lessons of history, nor the devastating cost that 
appeasement inevitably brings to the appeaser. 

Some argue that continuing to isolate Russia will 
bring growing costs to their own states’ economies. 
These lost trade opportunities pale in comparison to 
the financial costs and human losses that have re- 
sulted from Russia’s imperial ambitions. The costs to 
Europe, Canada and the rest of the world will only 
grow if they allow Russia’s aggression to continue 
unchecked. і 

Putin has made it clear through his actions that he 
understands only strength. What is needed is precisely 
the opposite of appeasement — a condemnation of the 
existential threat to the international order posed by 
Putin’s Russia and a concerted multilateral effort to 
isolate and weaken his regime. This is not an attack 
on the Russian people — it’s an opportunity to assist 
Russia’s liberal-demoerats in bringing human rights 
and democracy to Russia. Sanctions against Russia 
must be strengthened: Russia must be dropped from 
the SWIFT payments system and further isolated until 
it changes course, ending its escalating aggression 
against Ukraine and other states. 

It’s just as important for the international com- 
munity to support Ukraine, which is bravely resisting 
Russian aggression. Ukraine must receive assistance 
for its armed forces, continued economic aid and in- 
creased technical assistance for its reform efforts. 

To continue to give Russia a seat at important deci- 
sion-making forums such as the G20 only confirms Ри- 
tin’s profoundly cynical calculation — that short-term 
financial and economic interests always trump values 
and principles. It’s time for the international commun- 
ity to show him that he is wrong, that the values and 
principles for which we stand — and for which so many 
people around the world, including Ukrainians today, 
have fought and died — are not negotiable. 

Suspending Russia’s membership from the G20 
would be a good start. 

Paul Grod is president of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress and vice president of the Ukrainian World 
Congress. 


West can’t let Putin decide Ukraine’s future 


By Aurel Braun, The Globe and Mail, Sep. 01, 2016 

Last week’s celebrations of 25 years of independ- 
ence in Ukraine were bittersweet. Domestic problems 
aside, fighting escalated in eastern Ukraine with Mos- 
cow-controlled separatist rebels, Crimea remained 
firmly in Russia’s grip as the Kremlin increased its 
military presence there, Russian forces massed on 
Ukraine’s border and the Putin government provoca- 
tively accusing the Kyiv government of seeking to in- 
vade Crimea. A worried President Petro Poroshenko 
warned just days before that he could not exclude the 
possibility of a full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

Not surprisingly the question then that has preoccu- 
pied analysts and policy makers alike has been wheth- 
er there will be a full-scale Russian invasion. Yet this 
may be the wrong question. The more relevant ques- 
tion may be whether the Kremlin is pursuing a policy 
to undermine Ukraine’s independence through “other 
means” that are subtle, insidious and ultimately ex- 
tremely corrosive. 

Certainly, according to Ukrainian sources, Russia 
already has significant forces engaged in covert oper- 
ations in eastern Ukraine, and now large permanent 
forces close to Ukraine’s eastern borders. The Krem- 
lin’s aggressive actions since 2014 show that it is pre- 
pared to resort to violence. Most importantly, President 
Vladimir Putin, who is moving Russia relentlessly to- 
ward becoming a Eurasian dictatorship, cannot afford 
to have on its borders a Ukraine that is a prosperous 
modern democracy that eventually may integrate with 
Europe. 

Nonetheless, for the moment this is unlikely. Not 
only does Russia have its hands full in Syria, and with 
domestic issues, but an all-out attack may induce even 
a reluctant and divided West to institute devastating 


sectoral sanctions. Moreover, Russia has at its dispos- 
al “other means” to try to achieve its strategic goals 
in Ukraine and has been using them to considerable 
effect. 

First, Russian military pressure, threats and ac- 
cusations have been designed to coerce Kyiv into ac- 
cepting an imposed federalism that would make the 
country difficult if not impossible to govern. 

Second, constant turmoil and violence induced by 
Russia distracts the Kyiv government from instituting 
some of the necessary, painful reforms required for 
modernization and democratization. 

Third, the Kremlin’s actions are significantly dam- 
aging the Ukrainian economy. Flare-ups in August, 
for instance, dramatically drove up Ukraine’s euro 
bonds by 44 basis points, inducing global investors to 
demand ever higher yields on assets they might buy in 
Ukzaine. 

Fourth, Russia can unfreeze conflicts at will on 
Ukraine’s borders, including Moldova, which makes 
Ukraine far less attractive to most foreign investors. 

Fifth, Russia, as part of its hybrid warfare, which 
in addition to military, economic and cyber, also em- 
ploys psychological warfare against Ukraine to in- 
duce a sense of encirclement and despair. 

In short, Russia’s “other means” are subtle but ex- 
tremely corrosive and it is this threat that should raise 
alarm bells in the West. 

To be sure, Ukraine must do its part to counter this 
corrosive policy from the Kremlin. This means that the 
Kyiv government must overcome decades of failure to 
institute fundamental economic reforms, it needs to ad- 
dress endemic and damaging corruption, and Ukrainian 
political parties must learn the art of political comprom- 
ise and be vigilant against various forms 


Ukrainian Мемуз/Українські вісті, Sept. 1- 25, 1 - 25 вересня, 2016 


Russia’s troop massing 


по reason 


By Mark Galeotti, Vox, September 1, 2016 

Russia is sending tens of thousands of troops to 
military installations near its border with Ukraine 
and holding snap military drills, sparking fears that 
a Russian invasion is imminent. 

These fears are overblown, however, for one ma- 
jor reason that everyone seems to have overlooked: 
The Ukrainian military of today is very different 
from the ramshackle, demoralized force of 2014. 

In 2014, Ukraine’s pro-Moscow government, 
led by Viktor Yanukovych, collapsed as pressure 
grew for the country decisively to ally itself with 
the West. In response, Russia seized the Crimean 
Peninsula and stirred up a phony anti-Kyiv rebel- 
lion in the southeastern Donbas region. The Krem- 
lin thought the new Ukrainian government would 
quickly accept that it was in Russia’s sphere of in- 
fluence, but instead it resisted. 

Yet the Ukrainian military was weak: Every time 
it looked as if its forces were about to make some 
inroads into the Donbas, Russia would surge in 
some of its own troops and shatter their attack. 

But that was then. In part thanks to US help, 
Ukraine’s military is now larger, tougher, and more 
ready than ever. If Putin did decide on some major 
military adventure now, he would get much more 
than he bargained for. 

The Russians know this, and their military moves 
are instead meant to ratchet up the political pressure 
on Kyiv — and to prepare just in case some day 
Ukraine feels strong enough to try to take back the 
Donbas by force. 

Back in 2014, the Ukrainian military was a mess. 

After two decades of underfunding and industrial- 
scale corruption, Ukraine’s military was backward, 
divided, and demoralized. Much of it was still mak- 
ing do with Soviet-era equipment dating back to the 
1990s or even the 1980s. 

Then when the regime of disgraced President 
Yanukovych fell in 2014, not only was the high 
command torn apart by internal disagreements, but 
it became clear just how much it was riddled with 
Russian agents and sympathizers. 

This helps explains why Ukraine’s military didn’t 
fight when Russia’s “little green men” — com- 
mandos deployed without their insignia, allowing 
Moscow to pretend they were not Russian soldiers 
— were taking over Crimea in 2014. (Indeed, the 
head of the Ukrainian navy defected.) Although on 
paper Ukraine had 125,000 soldiers, according to 
acting Defense Minister Adm. Thor Tenyukh “only 
6,000 [were] in combat readiness.” 

It also explains why initially the war against Rus- 
sia’s proxies in the Donbas was largely fought by 
a ragtag collection of militias, often supported by 
public donations or local oligarchs. 

Some proved deeply dysfunctional, though many 
fought fiercely and bravely. Either way, they filled 
the initial void in 2014 when the regular Ukrainian 
military was in disarray. Officially subordinated to 
the interior or defense ministries, in practice they 
were virtually independent private armies. 

Over time, though, the situation in Kyiv stabil- 
ized, and by the beginning of 2015 they had es- 
sentially been integrated into the regular command 
structures, albeit not without a willful streak in 
some cases. 

Overall, while 2015 began badly for Ukraine, 
with defeat at the bloody battle for Debaltseve, 
this was a year in which its forces began to turn the 
comer. Ukraine’s military today is bigger, stronger, 
and more experienced. Ukraine’s armed forces now 
number some 250,000, of whom just over 40,000 
are civilians. Of the soldiers, 75 percent are volun- 
teers, and although Kyiv is having trouble making 
up the numbers of conscripts, nonetheless that pro- 
vides a central core of veterans. 

About 50,000 of these soldiers are deployed around 
the “anti-terrorist operation” area, as Kyiv calls the 
Donbas, and they could surge perhaps another 50,000 
in time of need. In addition, Ukraine has paramilitary 
forces attached to the interior ministry, the border 
guard, and the Ukrainian Security Service (SBU); 
together, they account for perhaps another 40,000 
troops. 

There is also a reserve some 80,000 strong that 
Kyiv could mobilize in a time of outright war, along 
with some 15,000 riot police, SWAT teams, and simi- 
lar armed police officers who could be deployed if 
needed. 

But it’s not just about numbers of fighters. 


for panic. 


Ukraine now spends just over 2.5 percent of its 


GDP on defense, compared with 1 percent before 


the war. Of course, that’s 2.5 percent of what is still 
a pretty low GDP, but nonetheless it says something 


about Kyiv’s priorities. 


Ukraine has also been learning. Ukraine can truth- 


fully claim to have the only army with recent ex- 
perience in fighting tank battles with the Russians, 


and it is learning the hard way how well Moscow 


has taken to drones and modern electronic warfare. 
While US and NATO advisers have been giving 


the Ukrainians valuable advice, they freely admit 
they also are learning from the combat lessons fight- 


ers bring back from the front lines. 

As well as training, the US has been providing all 
kinds of equipment short of weapons, from body ar- 
mor and night-vision goggles to Humvees. In total, 


Washington has provided more than $117.5 million 


in direct aid to Ukraine, and still reserves the option 
to send weapons such as the lethal Javelin anti-tank 
missile if Moscow escalates. 


A Russian invasion would quickly turn into a 


bloody stalemate. To be clear, this is not an army 
that could go on the offensive against the Russians. 
But it is a very different force from that of 2014, 
where a Russian “shock and awe” offensive that 
could have pushed all the way to the Crimean land 
bridge or even Kyiv was not inconceivable. 

And it’s looking much more like a force that 
could use the defender’s advantage to hold the line 
against a Russian invasion. Kyiv — which has an 
incentive to keep hyping the threat to keep the aid 
coming — has said that Moscow has massed40,000 
troops in Crimea as a potential invasion force. This 
is likely something of an exaggeration, but regard- 


less, Ukraine could deploy as many troops into a 


defense without depleting its other forces in the re- 
gion. 

Even if the Russians could break through, it 
would not be quick, or easy. The Russians also tend 
to rely on massive, high-intensity bombardments, 
but it is questionable whether they could keep such 
a large army supplied for a prolonged campaign. 

This would be a “proper” war, not a quick fait 
accompli. Moscow would find itself bogged down 
in hostile terrain — seizing territory is easier than 
holding and pacifying it — and facing renewed 
Western sanctions. If anything would finally con- 
vince Washington to send Ukraine lethal weapons, 
especially aircraft- and tank-killing missiles, it 
would be such an attack. 

The Russians know this. There is little evidence 
they are planning any major offensive. If anything, 
they are responding to Ukraine’s growing capabil- 
ities. As Michael Kofman of the Wilson Center puts 
it, Moscow “likely fears a ‘Croatia scenario’ where- 
by Ukraine cordons off the separatist republics and 
then builds up an army large enough to wipe them 
out in a few years.” 

A few years — that gives us a sense of how Mos- 
cow is now coming to look at the war in the Donbas. 
It thought this would be a quick military adventure, 
a short demonstration of the trouble it could cause, 
followed by a political capitulation as Ukraine ac- 
cepted it was part of Russia’s sphere of influence. 

But the Ukrainians refused to fold, and they are 
looking increasingly confident militarily. Russia’s 
military will remain bigger and more powerful, but 
it is also stretched in different directions, from fight- 
ing a vicious civil war in Syria to guarding borders 
that stretch from Finland to North Korea. 

So far, Russia has only sent professional sol- 
diers to Ukraine. But the larger Russian army is 
half manned by conscripts, and even Russians con- 
vinced Kyiv is in the wrong don’t want to see sons 
and brothers coming home in body bags. 

So the good news is that despite the alarmist 
claims of imminent offensives, Moscow seems to 
have given up on any thought of winning this war 
militarily. 

The bad news, though, is that Moscow is certain- 
ly not yet willing to concede defeat. Instead, it is 


digging in, hoping to exhaust Ukraine with more of 


the same. Barring any unexpected political changes, 
expect the current bloody status quo — not quite 
war but certainly not peace — to continue for the 
foreseeable future. 

Mark Galeotti is a senior research fellow at the In- 
stitute of International Relations Prague, a visiting 
fellow with the European Council on Foreign Rela- 
tions, and the director of Mayak Intelligence. 


Putin’s hybrid war exposed 


(Business Ukraine magazine)—Secret telephone recordings made public 
by the Ukrainian Prosecutor General’s Office on 22 August appear to shed 
new light on the tactics used during the early stages of Russia’s hybrid war in 
Ukraine. The leaked conversations provide a chilling glimpse of the Krem- 
lin’s alleged spring 2014 plans to occupy half the country under the guise 
of support for oppressed Russian minorities. If authenticated, the recordings 
could become an important element in a future international war crimes pros- 
ecution against the Russian authorities. 

The recordings feature a number of prominent Kremlin figures. The leading 
role is played by Russian presidential advisor Sergei Glazyev, who has a long 
track record of hawkish stances towards Ukraine and was among the first seven 
officials to be placed on the US sanctions list following the Russian seizure of 
Crimea. Glazyev appears throughout the leaked conversations ordering col- 
leagues to coordinate the seizure regional councils, stage-manage mass protest 
rallies, and then issue direct appeals to Russian President Vladimir Putin calling 
for military intervention. 

The scope of this planned Russian hybrid intervention encompasses vast 
swathes of Ukraine, with targets stretching from Kharkiv in the northeast of 
the country to Black Sea port city Odesa in the southwest — the territory ear- 
marked as ‘Novorossia’ (“New Russia’) by the Kremlin. 

Glazyev has so far refused to comment in detail on the authenticity of the 
recordings, dismissing them instead as ‘nonsense from Nazi criminals’. Another 
prominently featured Russian politician, Konstantin Zatulin, has been more cir- 
cumspect in his denials, calling the recordings heavily edited and claiming they 
were produced for the Ukrainian authorities “by their American friends’. 

There are clearly issues with the tapes in their current released form — 
the recordings that have been made public so far are not the full originals, 
and numerous featured speakers are not identified. This will create credibil- 
ity question marks for international journalists and analysts looking to draw 
conclusions from the tapes. However, what we do know is that the contents 
of the leaked tapes closely mirror events on the ground in Ukraine during the 
turbulent early months of 2014. 

The featured conversations all allegedly took place in late February and 
early March 2014. At the time, Ukraine was іп а state of turmoil following the 
mass killings of Euromaidan protesters in Kyiv and the subsequent flight of 
President Yanukovych to Russia. The Kremlin had already deployed Russian 
army forces in Crimea, where they seized vital infrastructure and took control 
of the regional parliament building amid blanket denials from Moscow of any 
involvement. > 

Russia has always similarly denied manufacturing the wave of unrest that 
swept mainland Ukraine in the wake of the Crimean takeover. However, if 
authenticated, these newly released recordings suggest Moscow stood behind 
the entire operation from the very beginning. 

Many of the leaked conversations deal with the practicalities of orchestrat- 
ing the unrest, with a particular focus on payment for protest organizers and 
participants. At one point, Glazyev learns of payment problems in a number 
of Ukrainian cities, while Zatulin moans about the fact that he has had to 
cover some expenses out of his own pocket. 

In one particularly revealing conversation dated 1 March 2014, Glazyey ap- 
pears exasperated by the failure of an unidentified colleague to organize mass 
rallies in southern Ukrainian city Zaporizhia. “Why is Zaporizhia silent?” he 
demands to know. “We know there are 1,500 people. Where are they? Where 
are the Cossacks? I have an order to get everyone out onto the streets to demand 
Russia’s help... I have a direct order from the (Kremlin) leadership to mobilize 
the masses in Ukraine wherever we can.” 

During the same conversation, Glazyev goes on to outline the vital role 
these stage-managed protests were supposed to play in Russia’s hybrid war 
strategy. “President (Putin) has signed the order (for military intervention in 
Ukraine). The operation has begun. We have information here that the army is 
on the move. So what are they waiting for? We cannot rely on the use of force 
alone. We can only use force in support of the people. If there are no people, 
what kind of support can there be?” 

In other conversations, Glazyev outlines detailed plans for the seizure of 
regional councils and the desired sequence of events leading up to direct Rus- 
sian military intervention. Russian agents receive instructions to physically 
take control of administrative buildings and force local officials to declare the 
Kyiv authorities illegitimate. Glazyev tells them to demand oaths of loyalty 
from regional law enforcement structures before calling on Putin to intervene 
militarily. This model is almost identical to the tactics used during the seizure 
of Crimea and the subsequent ‘separatist’ uprisings in Donetsk and Luhansk. 

Throughout the leaked tapes, Glazyev repeatedly assures his interlocutors of 

Russia’s support and urges them to act quickly before ‘the Banderivtsi’ (a derog- 
atory Soviet term for WWII-era Ukrainian nationalist insurgents) have time to 
act. He calls on colleagues to brand opponents as fascists and traitors — a highly 
plausible aspect of the alleged conversations given Glazyev’s well-known habit 
of labeling the entire Ukrainian leadership as “Nazis”. 
We now know that these Russian attempts to spark a mass anti-Ukrainian up- 
rising proved unsuccessful. Protests in Kharkiv, Odesa, Mykolaiv, Zaporizhia, 
Dnipropetrovsk and a host of other southeastern Ukrainian cities failed to reach 
a critical mass and ended with local populations coming out overwhelmingly in 
favour of Ukrainian unity. Russia had more success in Donetsk and Luhansk, 
but even in these two cities, Moscow found it necessary to import thousands 
of protesters to make up for the lack of local enthusiasm. As late as May 2014, 
Russian agent and ‘separatist’ leader Igor Girkin (more commonly known by the 
nom de guerre ‘Strelkov’) was bemoaning the fact that he had managed to recruit 
less than 1,000 fighters from among the multimillion Donetsk region population. 
Nevertheless, these recordings are still potentially of great significance, as they 
appear to demonstrate the direct responsibility of the Kremlin for micromanag- 
ing the chaos in Ukraine while seeking to portray it to the outside world as do- 
mestic unrest. 

The Ukrainian Prosecutor General’s Office has now started criminal proceed- 
ings against 18 named Russian officials including Glazyev. These charges are un- 
likely to cause too much concern in Kremlin corridors, but the evidence provided 
by these recordings could eventually feature in a far more heavyweight inter- 
national investigation into Russian war crimes in Ukraine. Accusations that the 
Kremlin orchestrated civil unrest in Ukraine are nothing new, but these leaked 
conversations provide some of the most detailed information to date on the na- 
ture of the Russian role, while also offering valuable insight into the hybrid war 
tactics deployed by Moscow in Ukraine. 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, Sept. 1- 25, 1-25 вересня, 2016 


Toronto celebrates 
Ukraine’s independence 


(ОСС Toronto)—The Toronto 
Branch of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (UCC-Toronto)  ууеі- 
comed over 10,000 people to the 
25th annual Ukrainian Independ- 
ence Day celebration on Saturday, 
August 20 at Centennial Park in 
Toronto. A full day of greetings, 
festivities, and entertainment was 
enjoyed by all. 

This Independence Day cele- 
bration marked not only a quarter 
century of Ukraine’s independent 
statehood, but also commemorated 
three additional historical mile- 
stones of the Ukrainian Canadian 
community: the 125th Anniversary 
of Ukrainian Settlement in Canada, 
the 160th Anniversary of the birth 
of Ivan Franko, and the 75 Year 
Anniversary of the Ukrainian Can- 
adian Congress which represents 
the Ukrainian Canadian commun- 
ity across Canada. 

This event was attended not 
only by thousands of returning 
visitors, but also by many govern- 
ment representatives who joined 
the celebration. Mayor John Tory, 
Wearing a vyshyvanka, gave inspir- 
ing congratulations and further an- 
nounced the proposed plans for the 
Holodomor Memorial to be erected 
in the City of Toronto on the CNE 
grounds. “In hearing the remarks 
from Mayor Tory today, I am very 
confident, that the vision and the 
dream that was started by the then 
UCC-Toronto Branch President, 
Marika Szkambara over 20 years 
ago, will be fulfilled. The great City 
of Toronto will have a Holodomor 
Memorial in a prominent public 
space, visible and accessible to all - 
a real tribute to our Hromada,” said 
UCC Past President Oksana Rewa, 
who is spearheading the Memorial 
Committee. The Mayor, joined on 
staged with Councillors John Camp- 
bell, Stephen Holyday, and Justin 
Di Ciano, then presented UCC To- 
ronto President, Taras Bahriy, with 
a commemorative plaque. 

Amongst the Federal and On- 
tario Provincial representatives of- 
fering greetings were Liberal MPs, 
Borys Wrzesnewskyj, Julie Dzero- 
wicz, Peter Fonseca, James Mal- 
oney, Arif Virani, Iqra Khalid and 
Conservative MP Lisa Raitt, Liber- 
al MPPs Dave Levac, Yvan Baker, 
Laurie Scott, and Peter Milezyn 
took the stage, as well as Ontario 
NDP Leader Andrea Horwath. For- 
mer MPs were also present includ- 
ing Conservative Ted Opitz and 
NDP Peggy Nash. This large group 
of diverse guests voiced their con- 
tinued support and congratulations 
to the Ukrainian Canadian com- 
munity. UCC Toronto Board mem- 
ber and emcee, Bohdan Wynny- 
ckyj, provided the introductions. 

On behalf of the Ukrainian 
Canadian community in the GTA, 
Bahriy gave а heartfelt thanks to the 
Canadian Armed Forces for its tire- 
less work with Operation Unifier 
(training of Ukrainian troops) and 
Operation Reassurance (support of 
NATO assurance measures). The 
Forces was represented at the event 
by Colonel Pat Lemyre, Chief of 
Staff of the 4th Canadian Division 
of the Canadian Army. 

The stage program commenced 
with opening prayers conducted 
by clergy from the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of Canada the 
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Paul Grod with his family after the presentation 


Grod awarded by Poroshenko 


(UkrNews)—Ukrainian Canadian Congress National President Paul 

Grod has been awarded by Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, 
“(Lam) very proud to receive the first 25th anniversary medal bestowed 
by President Poroshenko, he stated on his Facebook page. 

“I accepted on behalf of the entire Ukrainian Canadian community 
that have made a tremendous contribution to Ukraine’s independence. 
This award is a reminder of the responsibility we all carry to help the 
Ukrainian people free themselves from Russian aggression and build a 
prosperous country that respects the dignity of its people. 

“Slava Ukraini,” added Grod 
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Front Rown, Left to Right: UCC Toronto President Taras Bahriy, UCC 
Toronto Past President Oksana Rewa, Toronto Mayor John Tory. 


Ukrainian Catholic Church, which 
was followed by a warm welcome 
from the UCC Toronto Branch 
President, and special greetings 
from the Ukrainian Consul Gen- 
eral, Andrii Veselovskyi. The after- 
noon was emceed by Larysa Bajus 
and Myron Konyk. 

This year the very vibrant and 
colourful concert program was cre- 
ated by Anna Kisil and Lesia Mov- 
tchan. The stage show included a 
variety of local Ukrainian dance 
and musical performers as well as 
special guest artists from Ukraine. 
The attentive audience was enter- 
tained by many renowned Dance 
Groups - Arkan, Barvinok, Desna, 
Ukraina, Vesnianka and Yavir, and 
the Baturyn Marching and Concert 
Band. Among the celebrated guest 
entertainers from Ukraine were: 
the musical Ensemble Ottawa from 
Ternopil, Folklore Ensemble Ro- 
zhanytsia from Kyiv and soloists 
Myroslava Solovyanenko, Ihor and 
Adrianna Artemiak, Ruslan Jakovic- 
zuk, and many others. Of note was 
the finale which saw the audience 
stand and join the performers in the 
singing of "А Song for Ukraine’. 

The concert was capped off by 
the Zirka competition — a lovely 
showcase of young talent. This 
Competition, “Ukrainian Star’, 
was sponsored by Buduchnist 
Credit Union. 

A large classroom bus displaying 
and teaching the history of the 
Holodomor was a moving attrac- 
tion for those desiring to learn 
about the 1932-33 Ukrainian geno- 
cide. Also, the UCC Toronto Euro- 
maidan Committee showcased a 
poignant photo display of life in 
Ukraine today — soldiers, families, 
children, and the ongoing war in 
Eastern Ukraine. Attendees were 
moved to make donations to assist 
those in need in Ukraine. 

Food and market vendors of- 
fered their many wares and once 
again Halenda Meats provided free 
samples to a hungry and apprecia- 
tive crowd. As always, through the 
generous support of the Zaraska 
Family, the Ukrainian Canadian 
School Board provided a robust 
Children’s Amusement Centre 
which included inflatables, rock- 
climbing, games and crafts. 

The day was concluded with a 
lively Zabava, dancing to the music 
of Dunai and DJ Buncha which 
played to a capacity crowd until 11 


pm. Many thanks goes to Eugene 
Iwasiuk for seamlessly running the 
stage, the zabava infrastructure, 
and the sound systems. 

“This annual celebration could 
not have happened without the 
support of many valued volunteers 
and our generous sponsors,” said 
Bahriy. Platinum sponsors for 2016 
were Northland Power, Buduchnist 
Credit Union, Ukrainian Credit 
Union, Halenda Meats, Ного- 
dynsky Farms, and the Zaraska 
Family. Gold sponsors were Meest 
Corp., Caravan, Mitec-EFX Show 
Systems, and the Thnatowyez 
Family Foundation. Silyer spon- 
sors were Rodan Energy Solutions, 
New Canadian Drain and Plumb- 
ing, and the Shevchenko Foun- 
dation with the Temerty Family 
Foundation. CTV, Kontakt, Forum, 
Razom and Meest Radio acted as 
Media sponsors. 

The amazing team of hard-work- 
ing volunteers who began work 
on Friday to set up the event, ran 
it all day Saturday, and then com- 
pleted the take-down and clean- 
up on Sunday, were invaluable 
to the зшооіб functioning of this 
event.— all managed by Commit- 
tee Co-chairs, Taras Antoniw and 
Lesia Bonk. Special thanks go to 
the Ukrainian Canadian Women’s 
Council, Toronto Branch, for their 
tireless work at the entrance and 
information gate. Kudos are ex- 
tended to Nadia Prokopiw and 
Irene Solomon who handled the 
media, marketing and advertising 
and to Bohdan Myndiuk and Lydia 
Баїсотег who ran the popular 
chess tournament. A big thank-you 
goes to office Administrator Na- 
dia Sydorenko, to summer student 
Darij Starko, and to the UCC To- 
ronto Branch Executive members 
Taras Bahriy, Oksana Rewa, Mark- 
ian Shwec, Peter Schturyn, Lesya 
Winnicki, and Marijka Stadnyk 
who filled the rest of the key pos- 
itions on the organizing committee. 

After the culmination of a suc- 
cessful, jam-packed event of stage 
shows, food fairs, beverage gar- 
dens, market places, children’s 
activities, sports tourneys, and 
Zabava dance bands, President 
Taras Bahriy now invites all to join 
the Toronto Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress in the planning and par- 
ticipation of next year’s Ukrainian 
Independence Day, 2017! 

For more pictures, see page 12 
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The Organizing Committee for Sviato 25 along with the volunteers gathered for this group picture at an orientation meeting held at City Hall three days prior to the event. " 


12,000 attend 
Sviato 25 


Cont. from P. 1 


Loken, who presented a plaque to 
Boychuk. 

“25 years ago, the aspirations 
of the Ukrainian people for m- 
dependence, self- determination 
and freedom were realized and 
the hopes of so many generations 
of brave Patriots were fulfilled. 
On August 24, 1991, Ukraine be- 
came an independent and indivis- 
ible democratic State. Our Can- 
ada was one of the first countries to 
recognize Ukraine’s independence 
and we rejoiced,” said Olesia Lu- 
ciw-Andryjowycz, president of the 
UCC’s Alberta Provincial Council. 

“Today, as so many Ukrainian 
have been forced to do through 
the centuries, anew generation 
of Ukrainians has needed to take 
up arms to defend their homeland. 
The Russian Federation wages a 
brutal war of aggression against 
Ukraine, trying once againto bring 
the people of Ukraine back under 
the domination of its tyranny. 

This light of freedom burns 
brightly inthe heart and the soul of 
every Ukrainian around the world! 
The people of Ukraine have an- 
swered the call to defend their 
country with determination, unity 
of purpose and valor. They will be 
victorious in their righteous strug- 
gle, for their cause is the cause 
of Free Peoples the world over 
-- to live in liberty, іп dignity 
and to choose their own common 
destiny. 

“As we celebrate the 25th an- 
niversary of Ukraine’s independ- 
ence, we honor those who gave 
their lives so that Ukraine may be 
free. We pay tribute to those who 
today must defend the freedom 
that the people of Ukraine hold so 
dear. We remain united in our de- 
termination to support their brave 
struggle. We pray that Peace soon 
returns to all of Ukraine,” she add- 
ed. 

Luciw-Andryjowycz was pre- 
sented with a plaque by Ukraine’s 
Ambassador to Canada, Andriy 
Shevchenko. 

Speaking on behalf of the Goy- 
ernment of Alberta, Deron Bilous, 
Minister for Economic Develop- 
ment and Trade, whose own grand- 
father immigrated from Ukraine 
over 90 years ago, noted that “gen- 
erations of Ukrainian Canadians 
became the back-bone of commun- 
ities across Alberta”. 

“Today, as we celebrate the 25!" 
anniversary of Ukraine’s independ- 
ence, there is much to take pride in 


such as the strong role Canadians 
of Ukrainian heritage have played 
in building our province and coun- 
try and the strong ties that continue 


between Alberta, Canada, and 
Ukraine,” he stated. 
Bilous added that Ukrainian 


culture has also become a part of 
Alberta culture and reiterated his 
earlier declaration that 2016 and 
2017 will be “Alberta’s Year of the 
Ukrainian-Canadian.” 

“In addition to commemorating 
the accomplishment of Ukrainian 
independence, the proclamation 
also celebrates the contributions of 
Uksainian Canadians to our society 
in every way from culture and the 
arts, to education, to business and 
public service,” he said. 

Federal Minister of Infrastruc- 
ture and Communities Amarjeet 
Sohi brought greetings on behalf of 
the Government of Canada. 

The entertainment highlight 
was the energetic performance by 
iconic singer and heralded “Hero- 
ine of Ukraine,” Ruslana, who was 
accompanied by an honour guard 
of the Vegreville Kozaks on Horse- 
back. 

Waving a customized Can- 
adian flag made of Ukrainian col- 
ours throughout her performance, 
Ruslana thrilled the massive crowd 
which reached its peak during her 
30-minute appearance. 

Other performers were as fol- 
lows (in order of appearance): 
Chaika Concert Ensemble, AlI- 
berta Zirka Ukrainian Performers, 
Zabava u Koli Band, Zemlia Vocal 
Trio; Dunai Ukrainian Dancers, 
Verkhovyna Ukrainian Choir, Sop- 
rano Stephania Romaniuk, Ukrain- 
ian Male Chorus of Edmonton, 
Ту! i Tam Band, Nadiya Ukrain- 
ian Choreographic Ensemble, 
Volya Ukrainian Dance Ensemble, 
Barvinok Band, Re Minor Vocal 
Ensemble, Arts Of Life Studio, 
Ukrainian Dnipro Choir, Millenia 
Band. Singer Thor Bohdan, Viter 
Ukrainian Dancers, Viter Ukrain- 
ian Folk Choir, Vohon Ukrainian 
Dance Ensemble,” Akolada Vocal 
Ensemble, Cheremosh Ukrainian 
Dance Company, Axios Men’s En- 
semble, Euphoria Band, Ukrain- 
ian Shumka Dancers and Trembita 
Band, who closed with an Arkan in 
which all the participants took part 
setting a Guinness World Record. 
The Emcees were: Katrusia Po- 
horeski, Adrian Warchola, Roman 
Brytan, and Steven Chwok. 

Others involved in the produc- 
tion were: Off-Stage Logistics Co- 
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Left to Right: Alberta Minister of Economic Development and Trade Deron Bilous, Edmonton-Strathcona MP 
Linda Duncan, Edmonton-Decore MLA Chris Neilsen, Federal Minister of Infrastructure and Communities 
Amarjeet Sohi, UCC Edmonton President Orysia Boychuk, Edmonton City Councillor David Loken. 


ordinator: Betty Hushlak Technical 
Director: Michael Kurylo, FM 
Systems Stage Manager: Kasia 
Brytan Assistant Stage Managers: 
Morgan Graumann, Samantha 
Kennedy, Eden Unger Vegreville 
Kozak Horsemen Co-ordinator: 
John Semotiuk Poster and Graphic 
Design: Valeriy Semenko Souvenir 
Program: Ksenia Maryniak 

The Moleben Choir Conductor 
was Irena Tarnawsky Choristers. 
making up the Moleben Choir 
sang with the following choirs: St. 
Andrew’s Ukrainian Orthodox So- 
bor — Conductor Christina Kow- 
alenko St. Basil the Great Ukrain- 
ian Catholic Church — Conductor 
Elizabeth Lesoway-Anderson St. 
George Ukrainian Catholic Parish 
— Conductor Irena Tarnawsky St. 
John Ukrainian Orthodox Cath- 
edral — Conductor Alice Chumer 
St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral - Conductor Dr. Mel- 
anie Turgeon Advisors: Reverend 
Father Peter Babej; Reverend Fath- 
er Comell Zubritsky Audio Cue 
Prompter: Lesia Pohoreski. 

Along with Zwozdesky and 
Podilsky, other members of the 
Organizing Committee were: Ory- 
sia Boychuk, Vlodko Boychuk, 
Roman Brytan, Svitlana Kadziela, 
Serhiy Kostyuk, Mark Kopinec, 
Cassian Soltykevych, Diana Szaf- 
ran, Irena Szmihelsky, Darka 
Tarnawsky, Irena Tarnawsky and 
Maria Vorotilenko. 

On-site food vendors included: 
Keilan’s Ice Cream Punky Potato 
Burgers and Fries, St. John’s In- 
stitute Beverage Garden ,Taste 
of Ukraine (Odarka Wozniak), 
Ukrainian Girl Catering (Maxine 
Zakordonski); On-site merchan- 
dise vendors: Art by Larisa (Larisa 
Sembaliuk Cheladyn), Carvings 
by Zhenia (Zhenia Bahri), Chand- 


ler and Cat (Irene Nastenko), 
Cobblestone Freeway (Vincent 
Rees) Dishevelled (Laryssa Talan- 
chuk) Luba Bilash Art & Adorn- 
ment Orbit Ukrainian Store (Luba 
Tsisar), Ukrainian-n-Things (Phyl- 
lis Basaraba); On-site agencies and 
non-profits: Alberta Council for 
Ukrainian Arts, Bottom Line Pro- 
ductions, CFCW Radio, CIUS , Ed- 


From Ukraine 
Absolutely Smooth 


Souvenir Vodka 
is available at the 


following stores 


Continental Inn, 167 street 
Sam's Liquor, 50 street 
Crown Liquor, 50 street 

Chateau Louis Liquor Store 

Aligra, West Edmonton Mall 
Delton Liquor 
Sunterra Wine and Spirits 
Rosslyn Liquor 
Liquor Express, 126 st., 153 ave 
Sam's Liquor, 9271- 50 street 
Millwoods Town Liquor 
EC Wine and Spirits, 170 street 
Glassy Liquor on 34 Avenue 
(All in Edmonton) 
Liquor on McLeod, Spruce Grove 
Coop Liquor Red Deer, 
Taylor Drive 
LA Liquor, Lacombe 
Westlock Liquor, Westlock 
BK Liquor, Calgary 
KJ Wines, Calgary 
Unwined, St Albert 
Liquor Depot, Village Market, 
Sherwood Park 
Wine and Beyond, 
Terwiilegar and Sherwood Park 
Royal Imperial Liquor, 97 Street 
Pineview Cold Beer and Liquor, 
Ft Saskatchewan 
Spirits on 101, Ft. Saskatchewan 
Jack 


monton Public Library, St. John’s 
Ambulance, UCAMA, Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress, Wounded Vol- 
unteers Fund and 101.7 World FM 
Radio. 

UCC Edmonton will be express- 
ing their thanks in the next issue. 


For more pictures of Sviato 
25, see pages 12, 13 & 23 
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Soprano Romaniuk provides an enchanting warm-up 


By Marco Levytsky 

Ukrainian superstar Ruslana 
Lyzhychko enthralled а raptur- 
ous crowd at the Northern Alberta 
Jubilee Auditorium of Edmonton, 


August 30. 

Opening and closing 
with Ukraine’s National 
Anthem the passionately 
patriotic Ruslana dedicat- 


ed songs to the Heavenly Hundred and other 
martyrs for Ukraine’s freedom, repeatedly 
praised Ukrainian Canadians for their dedica- 
tion to the Ukrainian spirit and preservation of 
identity, and enthused about how excited she 


Ruslana performs Wild Dances with Shumka 


enn RT 


Shevchenko Foundation invites 


мн Ball AAT ві'єхобав обо 


Ukrainian Canadian visual artists to submit 
an original artwork 


ona Ukrainian Christmas theme for its 


2016 Christmas Card Campaign. 


poe CA NPE PAPER EIRENE IOP 


а 12,000 cards will be distributed 


a PRR AAA SE EEE 


a $1,000 honorarium for 
the successful submission 


a Image dimension must be easily 
reproduced into a 5" x 7" card 


a Submit high resolution jpeg to 


For more information call 1-866-524-5314 


ty! 


b.ca 


hb Shevchenko 
ї Foundation 


bohdana@shevchenkofoundation.ca 


Deadline for submissions: 


October 1, 2016 


Ruslana enthralls rapturous crowd 


PHOTOS — MARCO LEVYTSKY 


Ruslana sing Ukraine's National Anthem 


was to finally appear in Edmon- 
ton — especially for the 25" an- 
niversary of Ukraine’s independ- 
ence. 

Several times she mingled 
with the audience who greeted 
her with tumultuous applause, 
waving Ukrainian flags through- 
out. 

Backed by a hard rock trio of 
drums, electric rhythm and bass 
guitars, Ruslana gave a most 
energetic performance, which 
included three renditions of her 
2004 Eurovision Song Contest- 
winning Wild Dances — once at 
the beginning, another time for an 
encore and in between an electri- 
fying joint performance with the 
Ukrainian Shumka Dancers, who 
also joined her for a rocking ver- 
sion of the Hutsul Arkan. 

Herself from the Hutsul re- 
gion, Ruslana waxed poetic 
about the Carpathian Mountains, 
bemoaning their destruction by 
oligarchs and other corporate 
entities clear-cutting the forests. 

A huge highlight was her med- 
ley of traditional Ukrainian folk 
songs including, among others 
«Оу chyi to kin’ stoyit’” (Whose 
Horse is Standing), “Chom ty ne 
pryishov” (Why Did You Not 
Come), “Nich yaka misiachna” 
(What a Moonlit Night). 

Heading into the home stretch 
of her performance, Ruslana 
gave a passionate rendition of 
Mykola Mozhovyy’s “Kray, 
miy ridnyi kray” (My Native 
Land), and her own “Znayu ya” 


(I Know) from the Wild Dances al- 
bum, before launching into an emo- 
tional tribute to the martyred Volody- 
myr Ivasiuk with his signature song, 
“Chervona ruta” (Red Rue), to which 
the audience responded by holding lit 
cell phones insolidarity. 

The warm-up singer for this con- 
cert, staged by Bottom Line Produc- 
tions, Soprano Stephania Romaniuk 
proved to be a delight. 

Backed by a jazzy swing combo of 
piano, stand-up bass and violin, she 
captivated the audience with an en- 
chanting performance that included 
such 1930’s Lviv retro hits as Bohdan 
Weselowsky’s “Ty z liuboviu ne zhar- 
tuy” (Don’t Joke With Love) and the 
tango “Yak tebe ne liubyty” (How 
Can I Not Love You), as well as songs 
popularized by Kvitka Cisyk such as 
thor Shamo and Boris Paliychuk’s 
“De ty teper” (Where Are You Now), 
and Oleksander Bilash and Dmy- 
tro Pavlychko’s “Dva koliory” (Two 
Colours), which she performed in an 
a capella solo that had the audience 
entranced. 

An emotional moment came when 
she rendered the Sich Sharpshooter 
anthem “Chervona Kalyna” (The Red 
Guelder-Rose) to which the audience 
stood up in honour. 

Like Ruslana, Romaniuk also paid 
tribute to Ivasiuk, with “Vodohray” 
(Waterfall) and closing with “Pisnia 
bude pomizh nas” (The Song Will Be 
Among Us). 

Special kudos to Bottom Line Pro- 
ductions from putting together one 
of the best concerts that Alberta’s 
Ukrainian community has ever heard. 


Слава Україні! 
Celebrating the 25th Anniversary | г. 


Phone/Tenedou : 780.476.6467 
edmonton. beverlyclareview@assembly.a 


Building Bridges in Our Communt 


Stephania Romaniuk performs 


Ruslana with members of the MacEwan University Ukrainian Students’ Ch 


5/Українські вісті, 
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15 and other attendees. 


Ukrainian people will prevail, Ruslana Says 


(UkrNews)}—The people of 
Ukraine will prevail despite the 
endemic corruption of its leaders, 
says renowned singer and activist 
Ruslana Lyzhychko. 

Speaking to members of the Mac- 
Ewan University Ukrainian Students’ 
Club (USC), who hosted the August 
29 event, Ruslana spoke about the 
Revolution of Dignity during which 
the people of Ukraine overthrew the 
corrupt regime of former President 
Viktor Yanukovych, stating that it 
was the most significant event in 
the 25-year history of independent 
Ukraine, but that political leaders 
failed to meet the challenge. 

“They had to take advantage 
of the moment and act decisively 
against corruption. They did not do 
this. The opportunity was lost. Even 
more, being at the highest positions 


of authority, they demonstrated that 
their loyalty was to corruption, tell- 
ing us you can’t change everything 
overnight ... (making) speeches that, 
to us, were completely incompre- 
hensible... So what is the answer 
for today -- it is Ukraine’s people 
-- society. The most important and 
greatest thing that we have 1s the im- 
mense activism of the people which 
..is unparalleled anywhere (else) in 
the world today,” she said speaking 
in Ukrainian. 

Ruslana, a World Music Award 
and Eurovision Song Contest win- 
ning artist, holding the title of 
People’s Artist of Ukraine and for- 
mer Member of Ukraine’s Parlia- 
ment spent the day in between her 
appearance at Syiato 25, August 28 
and her concert at the Northern Al- 
berta Jubilee Auditorium meeting 
with students in the Edmonton area. 

Following her visit to MacEwan 
University (GMU), she proceeded 
to Archbishop Jordan High School 
in Sherwood Park, which was 
hosted by the students, staff and 
families of Ukrainian Bilingual 
Programs in Edmonton and Sher- 
wood Park, before returning to Ed- 
monton to speak at the University 
of Alberta, at an event hosted by 


the University of Alberta Ukrain- | 


ian Students’ Society (USS). 
During the question and answer 
period at GMU Ruslana Stated 
that there are young politicians тп 
Ukraine who do provide hope for 
the future, but Ukrainians have to 
set rid of their own stereotypical 
ideas of what constitutes a good 
representative. When new IEC: 
tions are held, change can be ex- 
pected, she added. a 
Responding to а question ye 
ed to freedom of speech, Ruslana 
noted that there 15 a huge deficit of 
independent information 1 Ukraine 
because all the major media outlets 
are owned by oligarchs. po 
the people themselves have Beem З 
distinguish between who owns wo 
and whose line a particular television 


station can be expected to follow. 
She also stressed the need for 
Ukrainians to cultivate their own 
culture instead of perpetuating the 
“sharavarstvo” of Soviet times. 
Ukraine has extraordinary re- 
sources and “Ukrainian creativity 
in all branches is can be a fantastic 
explosion of art”, Ruslana noted. 
Ruslana was the UNICEF Good- 


will Ambassador in Ukraine in 
2004-2005. She is recognized as 
the most successful Ukrainian fe- 
male solo artist internationally and 
was included in the top 10 most 
influential women of 2013 by the 
Forbes magazine. The U.S. Secre- 
tary of State honored her with the 
International Women of Courage 
Award in March 2014. 
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ACUA Gallery & Artisan Boutique 


Unique and original pieces of Ukrainian art and artisan crafts and Ukrainian | / 


books and music for sale. Ukrainian folk art workshops, fine and culinary art 
workshops, and cultural events and programming. 


Слава Україні! 
9534 - 87 Street | /80-488.8558 


www.acuarts.ca | info@ac 


Gallery Hours: 
Tu зу, Wed & Thursday 10am 


4pm 
зрт 


Saturclay 11агп 


UKRAINIAN LANGUAGE CLASSES 
Р ЕНН 


For Adults and Seniors 
Instruction provided at five levels 


September - March і 
Wednesdays from 7pm to 9pm 


Contact 780-469-1463 or 780-475-7547 
Sponsored by St. Andrew’s Ladies’ Auxiliary 


St. Andrew’s Cultural Complex: 9831-75 St., Edmonton 


Liberal MPs celebrate Ukraine’s 


25 years of Independence 


| Hon. Chrystia Freeland 
MP for University-Rosedale 
Tel.: (416) 928-1451 


Tel: (780) 442-1888 


Randy Boissonnault 
MP for Edmonton Centre 


Hon. Kent Hehr 
MP for Calgary Centre 
Tel:( 403) 244-1880 


Arif Virani 
MP for Parkdale-High Park 
Tel: (416) 769-5072 


Слава Україні! Героям Спава! 


sh 
б 
Hon. Amarjeet Sohi 
MP for Edmonton Mill Woods 
Tel.: (780) 497-3524 


Borys Wrzesnewskyj 
MP for Etobicoke Centre 
Tel: (416) 249-7322, 
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PROUD SUPPORTER Toronto’s Independence Day 


Ж 


М 


XRODAN 


М. Eneray Solutions 


Rodan Energy would like to congratulate all Ukrainians on the 
25"Anniversary of Ukraine’s Independence. We stand united іп 
wishing all Ukrainians peace, happiness and perseverance. 


Rodan Energy delivers intelligent energy solutions to large consumers, distributors and power 
producers, With our expertise in metering, demand response, energy analytics and systems 
engineering, we enable our clients to reduce their total energy spend, enhance power system 
reliability and help develop a sustainable energy future. 


We're locking for top talent! Visit це at redanenergy.com/careers 


PHOTO —VASYL KURLAK 
Flag bearers march onto the grounds 


Northland Power has been 
delivering intelligent energy 

to Canadian communities 

since 1987 Learn more 

about responsible Wind, = Fe 
Thermal, Solar and Hydro 


energy developn ent by visiting 


PHOTO — DARIA BUIAKINA, RADIO SVOBODA 
Children and adults wrote greetings to soldiers fighting for Ukraine. 
These will be delivered by volunteers 


Above, Top to Bottom: Cheremosh, Vohon (Photos: Marco 
Levytsky); Opposite Page, Clockwise from Top Left: View of 
Crowd during Moleben, Bishop David Motiuk and Very Rev. 
Archpriest Georg Podtepa conduct the Moleben (Photos: Надія 
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ers Lied Pamela Shapka); Vegreville Kozaks on Horseback, Youngest 


з 

п, FESTIVAL members of Zabava у koli Band (Photos: Marco Levytsky); Volva 
(Photo; Pamela Shapka); Dunai (Photo: Надія Мельницька/ 
Photography by Nadia). 
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Celebrating the 25th Anniversary 
of Ukraine's Independence. 


Alann J. Nazarevich 


Barrister & Solicitor 


Tax, Corporate & Estate Planning 


#203, 2951 Ellwood Drive SW Tel: 780-430-0363 
Edmonton, Alberta Fax: 780-435-9279 
T6X OBI alann@edmtaxlaw.ca 


Celebrating the 25th Anniversary of 
Ukraine’s Independence 


Святкуємо 25-y Річницю 
Незалежности України 


Eparchial Executive 
2015 - 2017 
Most Rev. Bishop 
David Motiuk 
Rev. Danylo Kuc 
Spiritual Advisor 
Honourary Ambassador 
Hon. Ed Stelmach 
President 
Orest Boychuk 
Vice President 
Mark Kopinec 
Treasurer 
Ed Hladunewich 
Secretary 
Greg Balko 
Past President 
John Boyko 


prea М i—~ Bro Orest Boychuk 
President 
UCBC - Edmonton Eparchy 


ривіт з нагоди 25-01 
Незалежности Україн 


LINDA 
DUNCAN 


Member of Parliament 
Edmonton-Strathcona 


10049 81 Avenue 
(Entrance on 101 Street) 


linda.duncan@parl.ge.ca 
780-495-8404 


www.LindaDuncanMP.ca Ei B® LindaDuncanMP 


Head Office: 
2280Bloor St. West in Toronto 
416-763-6883 | www.buduchnist.com 
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Фільм «Зима у вогні» 
одержав нагороду зі США 


Ярослава Трегубова, 
Радіо Свобода 

Українським творцям докумен- 
тальної стрічки «Зима у вогні» 


вручили спеціальну нагороду 
Американської телеакадемії 
«Кришталевий : глобус». Її у 


Лос-Анджелесі отримав, а те- 
пер - привіз і передав до Дня 
Незалежности України режисер 
фільму Євген  Афінеєвський. 
Цей приз - визнання того, що в 
Україні є якісне кіно і люди, які 
вміють його робити, стверджує 
режисер. Фільм про українську 
Революцію гідності подивилися 
у 190 країнах світу. 

«Це подія світового рівня. 
Вперше Голівуд відзначив не 
тільки зд значення фільму на 
світовій арені і його вклад в 
сьогоднішній день, він відзначив 
ті команди, які його зібрали i 
донесли. Важливо, що вперше 
в історії США, Телеакадемія 
відзначила  інтернаціональний 


BCU® 


Buduchnist Credit Union 


Bring your family to our family 


Buduchnist Credit Union 


Ontario's largest ethnic-based credit union 
Proud supporter of the Ukrainian Canadian Community 


Незалежності 
України 


St. Michael’s Health Group 780-473-5621 smbhg.ca 


Євромайдан. Київ, 2 грудня 2013 року. Ілюстраційне фото 


склад команд Британії, України 
i США», зазначив режисер 
фільму Євген Афінеєвський. 

Ця нагорода є визнанням того, 
що в Україні є якісне кіно і люди, 
які вміють його робити. Вони в 
один момент, так само як Майдан, 
«об'єдналися 1 перемогли», гово- 
рить Афінеєвський. Він передав 
приз Американської телеакадемії, 
засновниці щорічної телепремії 
США | «Еммі», українським 
продакшин-студіям, які взяли 
участь у створенні документаль- 
ного фільму «Зима у вогні» про 
події Революції гідності. 

«Коли Євген приїхав в Україну 
і сказав, що робитиме фільм про 
Майдан, який обов'язково буде 
номінуватися на Оскар, то ми на 
нього подивилися трохи як на 
психа. Сказали: давай робити», 
- згадує один із операторів кар- 
тини Олексій Кашпур. 

«Ми встановили першу камеру 
на Майдані і почали цілодобову 
трансляцію з першого дня, коли 
Мустафа вийшов на Майдан. 
Ми знавіть уявлення не мали, 
що з цього потім буде карти- 
на, ми взагалі не знали що буде 
далі. Але ми розуміли, що тре- 
ба знімати», - розповідає одна з 
українських продюсерів стрічки 
Ліна Клебанова. 

«Т коли російська пропаганда го- 
ворить про вливання Вашинітона 
в картину, то це смішно, тому що 
все, що знімалося на Майдані - 
знімалося простими людьми», 
- додає продюсер. Вперше у 
світовій історії в створенні «кар- 
тини такого масштабу» використа- 
ли унікальний краудсорсінговий 
досвід: над нею працювали i 
професіонали, і аматори, гово- 
рить Клебанова. Люди знімали на 
камери, телефони і планшети - 
відеоматеріали надали понад два 
десятки українських операторів, 
надало відео своїх журналістів і 
Радіо Свобода. 

Документував події на 
Майдані Юрій Кривенко. Каже, 
для нього одні з найцінніших 
кадрів - зйомки Сергія Нігояна, 
які й потрапили до фільму. 

«Ми просто прийшли з дру- 
жиною, як завжди були вдень на 
роботі, а ввечері на Майдані з 
камерою. Зустріли Христину Бер- 
динських. Вона каже, я шукаю 
хлопчика-вірменина, він достат- 
ньо цікавий. Ми його знайшли, я 
записав з ним короткий монолог 
для нашого проекту i зателефо- 
нував Христині. Коли почались 
наклепи на Сергія, що він якийсь 
бойовик, терорист, то я одразу ви- 
клав це відео, яке, на мій погляд, 
поставило жирну крапку у тому 
питанні: хто такий був Сергій 

Нігоян», - розповідає Кривенко. 

За історію Незалежности дер- 
жави українська стрічка вперше 
була номінована на «Оскар», 


однак нагороди не отримала. 
Головне, що фільм  побачи- 
ли мільйони людей по всьому 
світі, наголошує український 
співпродюсер стрічки Галина 
Садомцева. Під час церемонії 
українська делегація викликала 
неабиякий ажіотаж не лише се- 
ред професіоналів, а й глядачів, 
які приїхали на конкурс. 

«Ми до останньої хвилини 
очікували, що Оскар буде за 
нами. I дуже цікаво, що ведучий, 
коли відкрив цей конверт, очима 
прочитав, що це не «Зима в огні» 
і такий: «Ух». I всі це відчули, 
бо всі команди очікували, що 
це буде наша кінострічка. Але 
важливо, що ми із іншими 
професіоналами були на рівних, 
вони дійсно подивилися нашу 
кінострічку і знають, про що 
йде мова», - говорить Садом- 
цева, яка активно працювала на 
Майдані. Жінка каже, останній 
«привіт» із Майдану їй витягнув 
хірург три місяці тому. 

Найвищу нагороду отримали 
зараз, бо вона відповідає тій меті, 
заради якої створили картину, 
наголошує Галина Садомцева. 

«Оскар більше оцінює 
художні достоїнства фільмів. 
А ця нагорода має для нас осо- 
бливе значення. Бо це приз за 
суспільно-політичну значимість 
картини. Вони розуміють: те, що 
зображується в картині, є яви- 
щем, і наскільки це цінно для 
всього світу. І це власне те, за- 
ради чого ми знімали картину», 
— додає Ліна Клебанова. 

«Фільм-пам'ятник українській 
гідності та тим, хто за неї заги- 
нув» - так називають картину її 
творці. 

«Те, що вражало - це єдність 
на Майдані. Там були від малого 
до великого, всі соціальні групи, 
національності. Я зараз знімаю 
про Сирію і в мене проблеми «від і 
до». А тут було все і вся. Я вперше 
побачив, що всі національності, 
релігійні конфесії можуть бути ра- 
зом, що церкви можуть відчиняти 
двері не вірянам служити 
госпіталями. Всі разом - народ і 
Бог - об'єдналися. Це унікально, 
бо зараз світ роз'єднаний. Я живу 
в Сполучених Штатах, назвати їх 
сполученими я не можу, бо зараз 
вони не разом. Тому я вважаю, що 
приклад Майдану треба було доне- 


сти світу», - каже Афінеєвський. 

Фільм тро українську 
революцію «Зима у вогні» по- 
дивилися у 190 країнах світу, 


зазначає режисер. 

У вересні до третьої річниці 
Майдану стрічку покажуть на 
українському телебаченні. Ta- 
кож режисер сподівається, що 
вдасться влаштувати показ у залі 
Верховної Ради, як нагадування 
депутатам про те, що не можна 
забувати. 
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Babas and Borshch another 


resounding success 


(UktNews)—This_ year’s Ba- 
bas and Borshch Festival, held in 
Lamont, located 125 kilometres 
northeast of Edmonton,proved to 
be another resounding success, fo- 
cussing on the twin anniversaries 
of 25 years of Ukraine’s independ- 
ence and 125 years of Ukrainian 
settlement in Canada. 

“From my observations and 
early feedback, I thought the Ba- 
zaar looked lovely and lively and 
had good energy. Several vendors 
have already expressed interest in 
returning so that’s great,” said Fes- 
tival Coordinator Hazel Anaka. 

“Each year it seems more people 
wear embroidered garments and 
imprinted t-shirts so that’s adding 
to the festival atmosphere. Have no 
idea who these people are but love 
their spirit.....made sure they each 
got a Squeeze your Baba doll. 

“The Kids Activities were really 
amped up this year and there was 
good participation. 

“People seem to love the food 
Make-It and Take-It sessions. This 
year was Beet-Horseradish Relish; 
last year it was Kapusta,” she added. 

In this scary economic climate, 
we're grateful that most of our 
existing sponsors and even some 
new ones have chosen to spend their 
community investment dollars with 
us. It’s not something we take lightly 
or for granted,” she added. 

Anaka noted that this year’s 
Zabava was a huge success. 

“The feast provided by St John’s 
Institute was off the charts; the per- 
formance by Verkhovyna Ensem- 
ble was: spirited; Trembita’s dance 
music had the crowd happy whether 
they were dancing or just listening.” 
" She nevertheless urged people to 
get their tickets well in advance be- 
cause once the hall set-up begins it 
is too late. 

“We're grateful for the loyalty 
and hard work of our volunteers, 
performers, interpreters, vend- 
ors. I can’t say enough about MY 
Ukrainian Dance Academy. Their 
choreography and costumes are 
beautiful and unique. They’re not 
recycling old ideas but constantly 
raising the bar for what a Ukrain- 
ian dance performance could and 
should look like. Some of their 
members performed at our Edmon- 
ton Media Launch in June, others 
rode on our K-days parade float (to 
our knowledge the only Ukrainian 


PHOTOS — BABAS AND BORSHCH 


Borshch Cook Off Winners from left: Stefania Jarzabec, 2nd place; 
Katherine Maybroda, Ist ; Fort Saskatchewan — Vegreville MLA Jessica 


float in the parade during a 125th 
anniversary year). They taught the 
dance lesson, then performed. We 
love to have them involved for four 
straight years and are happy to pro- 
vide exposure for the school. 

“Zemlia Vocal Trio also needs 
a shout-out. They chose and per- 
formed songs appropriate to the 
venues in which they sang (church, 
museum, festival). Then as a good- 
will gesture, they performed for 
residents and staff at the Andrew 
Seniors’ Lodge. They are just one 
example of individuals and groups 
who get what we’re doing and are 
actively offering to help us improve 
the festival,” said Anaka. 

Among some of the other features 
were: Divine Liturgy Sunday mor- 
ning; Building of a traditional pich 
(outdoor oven); Going Home’ trav- 
elogue; Let’s Talk Moonshine with 
Rob DeGroot, owner of Red Cup 
Distillery, Canada’s first legal moon- 
shine still; Author Talk with Pam 
Clark; Baba Magda Meet and Greet; 
Borshch Cook Off; Outdoor Music 
Jam; Shuttle to Church, Museum, 
Grain Elevator for tours; Beer Gar- 
den; Journey to Canada exhibit on 
loan from the Kule Folklore Centre, 
Baba’s Bazaar; and exhibits by the 
Ukrainian Museum of Canada-Ed- 
monton and the Ukrainian Catholic 
Women’s League Museum. 

The festival is a Lamont County 
tourism initiative. The County has 


made a proclamation and commit- 
ted to nearly a year’s worth of ac- 
tivities to mark the 125th anniver- 
sary of immigration and settlement 
especially given Lamont’s location 
as the site of the first settlers. 


11727 Kingsway NW | Edmonton 


The Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies са 


at the University of Alberta 


Salutes 


Вітаємо українську громаду Альберти 
325-Ї річниці незалежності України! 


: Французьке ім'я - Українська душа 


156 ЗАЇ 


Years 


of Ukrainian Independence 


As a world-renowned source of scholarship 
on Ukrainian history and contemporary Ukrainian affairs since 1976, 
CIUS joins the Ukrainian Canadian community in celebrating 
a quarter-century of Ukraine’s hard-earned independence. 
May the citizens of Ukraine enjoy the peace, prosperity and democratic future 
that is the right of every individual and nation. 


Learn more about CiUS’s contributions to the 


study of Ukraine at www.cius.ca 


Best wishes to the Ukrainian community 
in Alberta on the 25th anniversary of 
Ukraine’s independence! 


Established in 1974, the Ukrainian Canadian Congress - Alberta 
Provincial Council officially represents and addresses the needs of the 
Ukrainian-Canadian community in Alberta, while providing leadership 
and coordination. 

uccab.ca | uccab@shaw.ca | 780-414-1624 7 б 


Getting kurkas airborne during Kurka Kapers 


WHEATLEY SADOWNIK 
BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 
Best wishes on the 25thAnniversary 
of Ukraine's Independence! 
Слава Україні! 


2000 SUN LIFE PLACE + 10123-99 STREET » EDMONTON, ALBERTA « T5J 3H1 
TEL 780-423-6671 FAX 780-420-6327 


У ВІДМІЧЕННІ 25-ої РІЧНИЦІ 
НЕЗАЛЕЖНОСТИ УКРАЇНИ 


ЩИРО ВІТАЮТЬ 


УКРАЇНСЬКІ ДЕРЖАВНИЦЬКІ 
ОРГАНІЗАЦІЇ ПРИ ДОМІ 
УКРАЇНСЬКОЇ МОЛОДІ В ЕДМОНТОНІ 


З нагоди 25-ої річниці проголошення 
незалежности бажаємо усім українцям 
радісного святкування цього важливого дня! 


MARKET DRUGS MEDICAL 


10203 - 97 St., Edmonton, Alberta T5J OL5 
Ph.: 780-422-1397 Fax: 780-426-6179 
www.marketdrugsmedical.com. 


КОНГРЕС УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
UKRAINIAN CA ІАМ CONGRESS 


CONGRES DES UKRAINIEN-CA 


{ADIENS 
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Чим керує голова 
Адміністрації президента? 


Дмитро Шурхало, 
Радіо Свобода 

Не наділений  формальни- 
ми | повноваженнями,  голо- 
ва Адміністрації президента 
є однією з найвпливовіших 
фігур в українській політичній 
системі. Відтак зміна голови 
президентської адміністрації 
може означати зміну політичного 
курсу або нові завдання, які ста- 
вить перед собою глава держа- 
ви. Щоправда, як зазначають 
оглядачі, у випадку заміни Бо- 
риса Ложкіна на Ігоря Райніна 
навряд чи варто говорити про 
серйозні зміни в президентській 
політиці. А от з приводу того, 
чи потрібно законодавчо регла- 
ментувати повноваження голови 
президентської | адміністрації, 
думки експертів розділилися. 

На відміну від свого по- 
передника, Ігор Райнін має ве- 
ликий = управлінський досвід 
- він тривалий час працював 
на державній службі. Якщо Бо- 
рис Ложкін - бізнес-менеджер, 
то його наступник - чиновник- 
управлінець. Проте, як зазна- 
чають оглядачі, у випадку із 
заміною Бориса Ложкіна на 
Ігоря Райніна великих змін на- 
вряд чи варто очікувати. Рад- 
ше, новопризначений очільник 
президентської канцелярії буде 
дотримуватися курсу свого по- 
передника. Адже Ігор Райнін 
уже працював на посаді за- 
ступника глави президентської 
адміністрації під керівництвом 
Бориса Ложкіна. 


Вітання з нагоди 25-ої річниці незалежності України 
24-го серпня 1991 р. - 24-го серпня 2016 р. 


Дорогі друзі! 


Конгрес Українців Канади, складові організації, провінційні ради та місцеві відділи 
висловлюють найщиріші вітання українсько-канадській громаді та всім, хто святкує 


25-ту річницю незалежності України. 


25 років тому здійснилися прагнення українського народу за незалежність, 
самовизнання та свободу і мрії багатьох поколінь хоробрих патріотів були 
зреалізовані. 24-го серпня 1991-го року Україна стала незалежною, неподільною, 


демократичною державою. 


Сьогодні українці зі зброєю в руках знову захищають свою Батьківщину, як це 
змушені були робити багато попередніх поколінь упродовж століть. Російська 
Федерація розв'язала проти України жорстоку війну, прагнучи ще раз підкорити 
український народ, поставивши його під залежність російської тиранії. 


Але світло свободи сильно горить в серці та душі кожного українця! Народ України 
відповів на заклик захищати свою державу із завзяттям, єдністю та мужністю. | 
народ України переможе в своїй праведній боротьбі, тому що його справа - це 
справа Вільних Людей цілого світу жити в свободі та гідності й разом будувати 


свою долю. 


Сьогодні, святкуючи 25-ліття незалежності України, ми вшановуємо тих, хто віддав 
своє життя за волю України. Ми згадуємо тих, хто сьогодні змушений захищати 
свободу України. Ми продовжуємо бути єдиними в нашій рішучості підтримувати 
хоробрий український народ. Ми молимось, щоб мир повернувся до України. 


Слава Україні! 
Героям Слава! 


Сам Петро Порошенко, ха- 
рактеризуючи новопризначе- 
ного керівника, зазначив, що 
Харківська область, яку досі очо- 
лював Ігор Райнін, зразкова щодо 
запровадження децентралізації 
i з прифронтового регіону пере- 
творилася на центр розвитку та 
реформ. 

«Ті, хто мав можливість бути 
в Харкові, на власні очі переко- 
налися, наскільки кардинальні 
зміни відбулися в політичній, 
менеджерській та господарські 
площині... Як ефективний ме- 
неджер, він докладе весь свій 
досвід і в питанні впроваджен- 
ня децентралізації, i в питанні 
ефективної реалізації комплексу 
реформ», - зазначив Петро По- 
рошенко. 

Щоправда, тут виникає за- 
питання: а який усе це має сто- 
сунок до глави Адміністрації 
президента? Адже закони 
ухвалює парламент, реалізовує 
державну політику уряд. Де тут 
поле для діяльності керівника 
президентської адміністрації? 

Діяльність Адміністрації пре- 
зидента не регламентується жод- 
ним законом. Формально він не 
наділений чітко визначеними 
повноваженнями, а фактично 
сферу компетенції глави своєї 
адміністрації визначає сам пре- 
зидент. 

«Впливовість апарату прези- 
дента базується не на юридич- 
них повноваженнях, оскільки 
таких у нього майже немає, 
а виключно на політичному 
впливі - тобто, впливі на пре- 
зидента та близькості до ньо- 
го», - каже керівник центру 
політико-правових реформ, де- 
путат кількох попередніх скли- 
кань Ігор Коліушко. 

Крім того, як свого часу за- 
значав колишній радник пре- 
зидента Дмитро Видрін, голо- 
ва адміністрації використовує 
законодавчі нестиковки. І власне 
його вага тим більша, чим краще 
він уміє грати на різних супереч- 
ностях. 

Оскільки | визначених  за- 
коном повноважень глави 
адміністрації немає, то й моделі 
поведінки глави президентської 
адміністрації часто дуже силь- 
но різняться. Скажімо, за часів 
президенства | Леоніда 9 Крав- 
чука ім'я Миколи Хоменка — 
керівника | його адміністрації 
- було маловідомим. Натомість 
перший очільник адміністрації 
президента Леоніда Кучми — 
Дмитро Табачник - був дуже 
відомою і навіть демонізованою 
персоною. Тоді навіть був жарт: 
«Ким працює Кучма? Президен- 
том в адміністрації Табачника». 
Згодом, уже за пізнього Кучми, 
великого впливу на посаді глави 
Адміністрації президента набув 
Віктор Медведчук. 

«При різних керівниках ми ба- 
чили різного президента. Кожен 
по-різному впливав на президен- 
та. Ющенко у своїй діяльності 
разюче змінювався залежно від 
того, хто туди потрапляв», — 
розповідає Олег Рибачук, який 
у 2005-2006 роках очолював 


секретаріат президента. 

Часто на надто впливового го- 
лову адміністрації було зручно 
списувати всілякі непопулярні 
рішення - мовляв, це його 
ініціатива. Інколи Адміністрація 
президента функціонувала як па- 
ралельний Кабмін, що спричиня- 
ло конфліктні ситуації. Хоча, як 
зазначають експерти, зараз немає 
підстав казати про подібну прак- 
тику. 

«Борис Ложкін дуже обереж- 
но себе поводив і з урядами, і з 
прем'єр-міністрами. Думаю, що 
його спадкоємець на цій посаді 
дотримуватиметься такої ж лінії. 
Зрештою, зараз уряд очолює лю- 
дина з президентської команди», 
- каже політолог Юрій Якимен- 
ко. 


Зрештою, в умовах 
парламентсько-президентської 
республіки, очільникам 
президентської адміністрації 


впливати на уряд стало значно 
складніше. 

«Коли Кабмін був повністю 
залежний від президента, 
Кабмін завжди  озирався Ha 
Адміністрацію президента. Тому 
що президентміг у будь-який мо- 
мент відправити прем'єра і уряд 
у відставку. Сьогодні, коли в пре- 
зидента немає таких жорстких 
повноважень, такої жорсткої 
оглядки на Адміністрацію пре- 
зидента немає. Тепер усе зале- 
жить від політичних факторів. Є 
люди в уряді, які тісно пов'язані 
з командою президента, які про- 
довжують озиратися на його 
адміністрацію. А дехто працює 
самостійно», - розповідає Ігор 
Коліушко. 

На думку Олега Рибачука, по- 
вноваження президента та його 
адміністрації необхідно законо- 
давчо врегулювати. 


«Найбільша | проблема | в 
структурі | влади 0 полягає в 
тому, що не врегульована 


відповідальність інституту пре- 
зидента. У нас немає ні закону 
про президента, ні закону про 
імпічмент. Оскільки це ніяк не 
врегульовано, то ми маємо ве- 
ликий інституційний ризик. Ву- 
лиця Банкова була тим місцем, 
звідки виходили всі політичні 
турбуленції», - зазначає він. 

Натомість Ігор Коліушко, який 
свого часу розробив відповідний 
закон, тепер схиляється до дум- 
ки, що це дуже суперечлива 
тема і, можливо, краще самому 
главі держави визначати, чим 
саме займатиметься голова його 
канцелярії. 

«Багато | юристів | критич- 
но оцінюють надмірну право- 
ву | регламентацію. | Мовляв, 
оскільки з повноваження  пре- 
зидента | вичерпно  визнача- 
ються в Конституції, то спосіб 


їх реалізації можна довірити 
президентові регулювати 
самостійно. Щоправда, на 


практиці через це інколи виника- 
ють проблеми. Але, врешті-решт 
у цій дискусії я погодився із тим, 
що коли президент хоче вийти за 
межі своїх повноважень, то йому 
і закон не завадить», - вважає ек- 


сперт. 


ди, 


VV [a 
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Fiddler Jimmy Wacko joins his son Johnny (on keyboards) and his Millennia Band onstage. 


Traditional and contemporary 
bands unite for Music Fest 


(UkrNews)—Over 1700 attended this year’s 
Ukrainian Music Fest, presented by the Friends of the 
Ukrainian Village Society at the Ukrainian Cultural 
Heritage Village, August 21. 

“Qverall, we are pleased with this year’s Friends 
Ukrainian Music Fest,” said David Makowsky, Head for 
Communications and External Relations for the UCHV. 

“Steven Chwok (host of 890 CFCW’s Zabava Pro- 
gram) did an excellent job to help organize the con- 
cert and MC the event. We noticed that many people 
stayed for the whole concert, which is fantastic for 
the bands playing in the second half of the program. 
Something that I haven’t considered, it was pointed 
out that the Friends Ukrainian Music Fest is one of 
the few days of the year where all of the bands can 
come together to see each other play and share their 
support for one another. It’s neat that we can provide 
that venue for all of the bands,” he added 

Traditional and contemporary Ukrainian music 
bands combined for the live concert on the main 
stage. Among the performers were: Albert Billey, 


Sparkling Tones, Don & Noreen Klym, Diamonds, 
Alicia & Stephan Slusarchuk, UB, Paul Kobasiuk & 
Friends the Chychul Orchestra, Trembita, Still Born 
and bandurist Andriy Hornjatkevyc. 

The highlight came when legendary fiddler Jimmy 
Wacko joined his son Johnny Wacko and his Millennia 
band onstage. 

As an added attraction, authentic activities in the 
historical village allowed visitors of ali ages to share 
a sense of the Ukrainian settler experience in east cen- 
tral Alberta in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
This included as 1920’s style concert in the historic 
community hall. 

A village market with courtyard musicians, an ex- 
hibitor’s showcase, instrument petting zoo, “Kalyna 
Book Reading by author Pam Clark, “Where We 
Came From” Youth Art Exhibit and children’s activ- 
ities, completed this entertaining day for all the family. 
Those who arrived early could participate in a pancake 
breakfast in support of the Friends of the Ukrainian 
Village Society. 
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Historic Concert at Kiew Hall 


Ukraine’s launches asset-declaration system 


(RFE/RL)--Ukraine officially launched on Septem- 
ber 1 a delayed online system that monitors the in- 
comes and assets of government officials. 

Leonid Yevdochenko, the head of the Special Com- 
munications and Information Protection Service, an- 
nounced on August 31 that the body issued a certificate 
of compliance for the electronic-declaration system, 
saying it fully complies with security requirements. 


The National Agency for Corruption Prevention 
will allow the system “to be launched legitimately,” 
he added. 

Ukraine twice missed deadlines to launch the dec- 
laration system, part of efforts to stamp out corruption. 

The delays drew criticism from the United States 
and European Union, and hampered efforts to unfreeze 
Ukraine’s $17.5 billion international bailout. 


(SUSK)}—The Ukrainian Can- 
adian Congress (UCC) and the 
Ukrainian Canadian Students’ 
Union (SUSK) are pleased to an- 
nounce the appointment of Con- 
nor Moen as the new National Co- 
ordinator. 

Connor recently completed his 
Bachelor’s degree in Political Sci- 
ence at the University of Saskatch- 
ewan and will join the UCC staff in 
Ottawa on September 6, 2016. As 
the National Coordinator, he will 
split his duties between the Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Students’ Union and 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress. 
Although adhering to the directives 
set forth by the SUSK National 
President and Executive, the Na- 
tional Coordinator will report to 
the UCC National Executive Dir- 
ector on a day-to day basis. 

In his duties with SUSK, Con- 
nor will help liaise with registered 
Ukrainian Students’ Organizations 
across Canada; lead the develop- 
ment of fundraising strategy and 
programs including active target- 
ing of government, academic, and 
non-profit grants; assist with the 
development of guides and hand- 
books for organization member- 
ship; identify research, program, 
employment, and development op- 
portunities for Ukrainian Canadian’ 
students at large and ensure organ- 
izational sustainability, institution- 
al memory, and future growth. 

In his duties with UCC, Connor 
will assist the UCC Executive Dir- 
ector and other full-time staff with 
day-to-day operations, including 
event organization and administra- 
‘| tive overflow; liaise with local and 
national community groups; act as 
a resource for other local and na- 
tional Ukrainian youth organiza- 
tions and assist the UCC National 
Youth Chair and National Youth 


(Ukraine Business)—During the 
period from 2005 to 2014, Ukraine 
sold more than 830 tanks, 710 
combat vehicles and 200 aircraft, 
stated Ukrainian Prosecutor Gen- 
eral Yuriy Lutsenko at a meeting of 
the Verkhovna Rada Committee on 


Sept. 2. Lutsenko was presenting 
his report on the results of an in- 
vestigation into Russia’s actions in 
eastern Ukraine. 

According to him, such a large- 
scale sell-off served as one of the 
factors for Russia’s aggression. 

“After the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, the Ukrainian army inher- 
ited 6,011 tanks, 5,791 combat 
vehicles, about 6,500 pieces of ar- 
tillery and over 1,000 combat air- 
craft. This was the foundation for 
an independent Ukraine with an in- 
dependent army. The largest sales 
occurred prior to 2005 and most of 
the documents are simply lost or 
destroyed”, he said. 

However, for the period from 
2005 to 2014, there is complete 
documentation of large-scale sell- 
ing off. 

“For the 10 years, sales of the 
military equipment amounted to 
1.837 billion hryvnias. Of these, 
the Armed Forces had sold 832 
tanks, 232 helicopters, 202 aircraft, 
714 IFVs and APCs, 4,930 cars, 
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UCC and SUSK welcome 
new National Coordinator 


Connor Moen 


Committee. 

“Connor was a very active vol- 
unteer during his time in undergrad 
at the University of Saskatchewan 
both at local and national levels, 
and I look forward to him bring- 
ing his enthusiasm and skill to 
the job at hand”, stated Cassian 
Soltykevych, SUSK President. 
“T would also like to thank the 
Ukrainian Dragons who made 
this position possible through the 
Ukrainian Dragons Competition at 
the 2013 UCC Triennial Congress, 
along with the three SUSK Pres- 
idents involved in the competition: 
Olena Kit, Danylo Korbabicz, and 
Christine Czoli. Thank you also to. _ 
UCC for contributing to making 
this position possible.” 

“J am very pleased to welcome 
Connor to the UCC team.” stated 
Paul Grod, National President of 
the UCC. “It is important for our 
community to continue to strength- 
en our engagement with Ukrainian 
Canadian youth, and I am confident 
that Connor will play a key role in 
this regard.” 


Lutsenko tells of massive | 
sell-off of military 
hardware 


Yuriy Lutsenko 


28,555 units of missile and artillery 
weapons, 1,824 pes. of firearms 
and ammunition for over 560 mil- 
lion”, Lutsenko said. 

Such transactions happened 
under every defense minister, but 
Mykhailo Yezhel and Yuriy Yekha- 
nurov were the leading culprits. 

“We have discovered sensational 
materials, which show that the for- 
mer leaders of the Ministry of De- 
fense brought the list of all avail- 
able weapons, which is a top secret 
document, out of the Ministry and 
worked on it in order to ruin the 
battle capability of Ukraine,” Lut- 
senko explained. 
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У Житомирі до Дня 
Незалежности представили 
проект «Герої Поліського краю» 


Юлія Чепюк, Радіо Свобода 

У Житомирі презентували 
просвітницький проект «Герої 
Поліського краю». Експозицію 
виставки розмістили у центрі 
міста, де відбувалася онлайн- 
трансляція параду в Києві з на- 
годи 25-ї річниці Незалежности 
України. На плакатах - портре- 
ти та короткі історії видатних 
уродженців Поліського краю, 
а також видатних діячів, жит- 
тя яких тісно пов'язане з Жи- 
томирщиною, - це учасники 
національно-визвольних змагань 
першої половини XX століття, 
дисиденти, поети, письменни- 
ки, вчені, музиканти, якими має 
пишатися уся Україна, кажуть 
ініціатори проекту. 

За словами куратора проекту 
Іллі Грицанюка, «Герої Поліського 
краю» - це, швидше, навчально- 
методичний «посібник», ніж про- 
сто виставка. 

«Проектом «Герої Поліського 
краю» ми займаємося вже третій 
рік поспіль. Спершу це була неве- 
личкаекспозиція у Житомирській 
облдержадміністрації. У 2014 
році міський голова Житомира 
виділив грант і ми виготовили 
постери для кожної школи міста. 
Цього року ми вже надрукували 
плакати великого формату і ви- 
ставлятимемо їх в різних місцях, 
аби житомиряни та гості міста 
мали змогу ознайомитися з тими 
діячами, нашими земляками, яки- 
ми ми можемо пишатися. Пер- 
шу таку ознайомчу експозицію 
вирішили виставити на майдані 


Учасники національно-визвольних змагань — Тарас Бульба-Боровець 
та Іван Огієнко 


Корольова під час відзначення 
25-ї річниці відновлення Неза- 
лежности України». 

На виставці, серед інших, 
представлені | - | один (із 
організаторів українського по- 
встанського руху Тарас Бульба- 
Боровець, член Вищого проводу 
ОУН Омелян Сеник, український 
вчений-мовознавець, член уряду 
УНР Іван Огієнко, а також герої 
Небесної сотні - Яків Зайко, 
Сергій Кемський, Віктор Про- 
хорчук. 

«Завжди кажуть, що саме 
Західна Україна є колискою 
національно-визвольної бороть- 
би, але ні. Came на Житомирщині 
народилися і творили Teope- 
тик українського націоналізму 


Микола | Сціборський, один 
із ідеологів Організації 
українських націоналістів 


(ОУН), житомирський поет та 
археолог Олег Ольжич. Саме 
на Житомирщині  генералом- 
хорунжим УПА «Поліська Січ» 
Тарасом  Бульбою-Боровцем у 
серпні 1941 року було засновано 
локальне українське державне 
утворення - Олевська республіка, 
де не було ані радянських, ані 
німецьких підрозділів. Крім 
того, Житомирщина - це край 
тих героїв, які зараз боронять 
Україну від окупантів. Це 95-а 
окрема аеромобільна, 26-а окре- 
ма артилерійська та 30-а окре- 
ма механізована бригади», - 
розповідає Ілля Грицанюк. 


День Незалежности на передовій 


Анастасія Москвичова, 
Мар'ян Кушнір, Радіо Свобода 

Нагороди від керівництва, под- 
яка від волонтерів і «феєрверки» 


від противника - так День 
Незалежности відзначали 
на передовій українські 


розвідники, З самого ранку по- 
близу Широкіна на Донеччині 
було чути артилерійські залпи. 
Військові говорять, бойові дії 
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тут не припинялись, а протягом 
цього місяця — пОСиЛиЛиСь. 

У залі з облущеними стінами 
— відлуння кроків: до Дня Неза- 
лежности бійців 54-го окремого 
розвідувального батальйону на- 
городжують державними і волон- 
терськими відзнаками. Привітати 
українських військових приїхали 
з Маріуполя, Бердянська, Києва і 
Торонта. 

Голова координаційної во- 
лонтерської ради Маріуполя 
Галина Однорог розповідає, 
що почала допомагати україн- 
ським військовим ще з травня 
2014-го, коли в місто зайшло 
угруповання «ДНР». 

«Вже третій рік допомагаємо 
військовим. І військова розвідка, 
я думаю, це чи не найголовніше, 
що в нас є», - каже волонтерка. 

Підприємець-далекобійник 13 
Канади Михайло Бутенко привіз 
військовим тепловізор, і затри- 
мався на кілька днів. Сам він ро- 
дом із Львівської області, каже, 
що на Донеччині - вперше. 

«Я напросився на передову, 
можна сказати, у комбата. Хотів 
побачити, що там відбувається, 
аби розповісти людям у Канаді», 
- розповідає чоловік. 

Пізніше командир батальйону 
і волонтери повезли нагороди 


для бійців на позиції. Частина з 
них - кадрові військові за кон- 
трактом, частина — мобілізовані. 

Широкине та кілька інших сіл 
і селищ на схід від Маріуполя 
залишаються одними з най- 
менш спокійних підконтрольних 
Україні територій у зоні конфлікту 
на Донеччині. Зокрема, на День 
Незалежности обстріл почався 
вдосвіта, близько шостої ранку і 
тривав майже годину. Перед цим 
звуки залпів із артилерії було 
чути пізно ввечері. Розвідники 
кажуть, що протилежна сторона 
стріляє, зокрема, із самохідних 
артилерійських | установок Ta 
мінометів. За їхніми словами, 
ситуація загострилась протягом 
серпня, вночі на 24-те дісталось 
Широкіному i Водяному. 

Представники | угруповання 
«ДНР», у свою чергу, заяви- 
ли у своїх зведеннях про низку 
обстріляних українцями населе- 
них пунктів. 

Днями місія ОБСЄ  опри- 
люднила відео зі своїх камер 
спостереження із загальною 
вибіркою порушень Мінських 
домовленостей поблизу села 
Широкіно за місяць. За їхніми 
словами, більшість обстрілів із 
забороненої Мінських домовле- 
ностями зброї відбувалась вночі. 
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PHOTO- KINDA EPIC PRODUCTIONS 


Sword fighting scene 


Dovbush brought to life at Fringe 


(UkrNews)—The legend of Oleksa Dovbush was 
brought to life at Edmonton’s Fringe Festival, August 
13 — 20, with a musical production featuring members 
of several top Ukrainian dance groups in Edmonton. 

Dovbush was the leader of a Hutsul band, the Opry- 
shky, who rose up against their Polish landlords in the 
early 18'" century. 

Popular tradition consisting of folk songs and a few 
prose legends that still survive in the Prykarpattia re- 
gion portray him as a local hero who robbed the rich 
and helped the poor serfs, like the mythical Robin 
Hood. His residence is believed to be located near the 
city of Bolekhiv in Ivano-Frankivsk oblast. It is a rock 
complex that is called the Rocks of Dovbush which 
was nominated in the seven historical and seven nat- 
ural wonders of Ukraine. 

He was feared by the Polish szlachta (landowning 
nobility). Once, a military expedition of 2000 soldiers, 
headed by Polish magnate Jozef Potocki, was sent to stop 
his activities. Nonetheless, he could not be captured. 

According to the Kinda Epic Team, which staged 
the production, the idea for this came when one of 
their creative directors, Emily Belke visited Ukraine, 
specifically Ivano-Frankiyst Oblast and heard a great 
many things about Dovbush and his lasting influence 
on the history of that region. 

“We did some research and came to the conclusion 
that it would be an incredible journey to create a show 
out of his story in a framework that could be enjoyed 
by Ukrainians and non-Ukrainians alike. As the 
dream grew, we felt it was especially important to in- 
clude talent from some of the many Ukrainian groups 


in Edmonton (We ended up recruiting members from 
Shumka, Cheremosh, the Viter Ukrainian Dancers and 
Folk Choir, and the Ukrainian Men’s Chorus, all from 
within Edmonton), as this is a story that resonates for 
all of us, especially at a time where Ukrainian pride 
and nationalism is so relevant to the world scene,” 
they stated in an email to Ukrainian News. 

The story of Dovbush is narrated to a young girl, 
Nadia by her grandfather and is built around Potocki’s 
(named Potoski in the play) campaign. A romance 
blooms between Dovbush’s right hand man Stefan 
and Potoski’s servant girl Ksenya, who is sent to spy 
on Dovbush, but is set straight by Suzanna, a young 
woman who has joined the band. 

The play was directed by Emily Belke, Karla Gau- 
treau and Joe Hoffman, who also wrote it. Debbie 
Belke was head of costumes and Tod Belke did set 
construction. 

Cast members are Kurtis Nawrot as Dovbush, Nick 
Hyenk as Stefan, Mara Palahniuk as Ksenya, Kim 
Richardson as Suzanna, Joe Hoffman as Potoski, Kay- 
cee Osborne as Nadia, Andriy Hladyshevsky as her 
grandfather and Ethan Stang, Evan Reid, Brandon 
Forbister as Stefan’s Opryshky buddies. 

The highlights of this production are the choreo- 
graphic numbers, among them acrobatic sword 
fighting scenes, lyrical fantasy numbers featuring 
the legendary Mavky (wood nymphs of the Carpath- 
ians) and a beguiling dream sequence set to the song 
“Hutsulka Ksenya”. 

It closes on a patriotic note with a call for freedom 
and “Glory to Ukraine!” 


Lithuania sends ammunition to Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—Lithuania has supplied Ukrainian 
troops fighting Russia-backed separatists in the east- 
em part of the country with 150 tons of ammunition. 

Defense Minister Juozas Olekas said on September 
3 that it was Lithuania’s duty to help a “devoted friend 
who Was attacked by Russia.” 

This will mark the second time Vilnius has sent mil- 
itary aid to Ukraine since it began fighting the sep- 
aratists after Moscow illegally annexed Crimea from 
Ukraine in 2014. 

“We responded to the Ukrainian request and hope it 
will make their life easier,’ Olekas told AFP on Sep- 
tember 3. 

Russia’s interference in Ukraine has increased con- 
cems in Lithuania, which was under Moscow’s thumb 
until the disintegration of the Soviet Union a quarter- 
century ago. Now Lithuania is a member of the Euro- 
pean Union and NATO. 

“Lithuania has consistently helped Ukraine in its 
fight for territorial integrity and the defense of its val- 
ues, and we would like to keep helping as much as we 
can,” Olekas told Reuters. 

About 150 tons of ammunition was handed over to 


Ukraine, mostly 5.45-caliber cartridges for Kalash- 
nikov AK-47 rifles that the Lithuanian Army no long- 
er uses, a spokesman for the country’s Joint Chiefs of 
Staff told Reuters. 

Lithuanian Foreign Minister Linas Linkevicius recent- 
ly called for EU sanctions on Russia over its backing of 
separatists in Ukraine to remain in place until situation 
on the ground improves, dismissing calls from the EU’s 
rotating president, Slovakia, for them to be lifted. 

Last year, Lithuania rejected Moscow’s protests that 
its previous supply of lethal weaponry to Ukraine vio- 
lated international arms-trade commitments. 

Lithuania has invited wounded Ukrainian soldiers 
for treatment in its hospitals and sent military instruct- 
ors to the country. 

On September 2, European Union foreign-policy 
chief Federica Mogherini said a cease-fire was hold- 
ing in eastern Ukraine, where fighting between gov- 
emment forces and separatists has killed more than 
9,500 people since April 2014. 

Ukrainian Defense Minister Stepan Poltorak (right) 
and Lithuanian counterpart Juozas Olekas appear in 
Kyiv in April. 


PHOTO — MARTIN GUINDON 
Left to Right: Marcel Kurello, Secretary, Camp Spirit Lake Corporation 
Marcel (Vasyl) Lesyk, Honorary Chair, Camp Spirit Lake Foundation 
fund-raising campaign and James Slobodian, Chair, Camp Spirit Lake 
Corporation. 


Spirit Lake Internment 
Centre in its sixth 
successful year 


(UCC Montreal)—The award-winning Spirit Lake Internment Inter- 
pretative Centre marks its sixth successful year since officially opening. 
During the high peak tourist season from June to September, The Cen- 
tre extended its hours this year from 9am to 10pm every day, providing 
guided tours in French, English or Ukrainian. Three university students 
were hired full-time on a summer student government program to help 
operate the museum. The three students were recently interviewed about 
the internment museum and their work at the Centre on Radio-Canada, 
aired throughout Quebec and parts of Ontario. 

Spirit Lake Centre is included as one of the recommended museums to 
see in two official 2016 Quebec tourist booklets. The booklets are distrib- 
uted throughout Canada, U.S. and parts of Europe, drawing visitors from 
far and wide. Group tours are received from many parts of Quebec. 

The Centre is the largest internment museum in Canada, open all year, 
which tells the story of the unjust internment at Spirit Lake (1915-1917), 
Canada’s first national internment operations 1914-20 and the early his- 
tory of Ukrainian immigration to Quebec. 

This year, the Centre also highlights the 125th anniversary of Ukrain- 
ian settlement in Canada and the contributions Ukrainians made to the 
development of the near-by City of Amos, Val d’Or, Rouyn Noranda and 
other surrounding towns in the Abitibi region of Quebec. 

Rich in history, not far from Spirit Lake, Canada’s first Ukrainian 
Studite Monastery was established at Lac Castagnier, formerly called 
Sheptytsky Colony. The last known person to be baptized at Sheptytsky 
Colony is Marcel (Vasyl) Lesyk, former mayor of Amos and honorary 
chairperson of Spirit Lake fund raising campaign. 

The guides at Spirit Lake Centre provide information about the many 
surrounding areas settled by Ukrainians. This history is also depicted in 
Luhovy’s documentary “Ukrainians in Quebec 1891-1945”. 

Spirit Lake was the second largest of 24 internment sites with the ma- 
jority of the 1,200 internment being Ukrainian. Many were taken from 
the Montreal area. 

Uniquely located on the original internment grounds 100 years ago , 
the work of the Centre has recently inspired the writing of a third French- 
language book titled “Les amants maudits de Spirit Lake” (The Tragic 
Lovers of Spirit Lake), dealing with internment, thereby making the 
internment story available to over nine million French speakers across 
Canada. The author born near Spirit Lake, Claire Bergeron, has been in-*~ “ 
vited by the Ukrainian National Federation Montreal branch “Literary 
Circle” to be present for a book signing at the UNF’s kiosk during the 
Montreal Ukrainian Festival in September. 

Spirit Lake Centre continues to offer a range of activities and pro- 
grams throughout the year effectively expanding broad public awareness 
of the internment story. This fall, The Centre will be launching its first 
nation-wide fund-raising campaign, to help ensure the Center’s on-going 
programs, including educational-outreach school visits, and workshops 
continue. 

“We are very proud of Spirit Lake Centre’s sixth successful year, says 
James Slobodian chair, and hope the ongoing, hard work of The Centre 
to tell the internment story, with its many dedicated volunteers, will be 
supported during our first fundraising campaign. Every year, thousands 
more visitors from many places learn about internment for the first time 
as they pass through the museum.” 

For more information see www. campspriritlake.ca or www.facebook. 
com/campspiritlake. 


Dr. Marko В Stech 
EYE on CULTURE 
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Меджліс закликає посилити 
санкції проти Росії 


(Радіо Свобода) -Меджліс 
кримськотатарського народу 
закликає міжнародну спільноту 
посилити санкції проти Росії за 
утиски нею прав людини в оку- 
пованому Криму. Про це йдеться 


у заяві за 27 серпня, поширеній | 


главою Меджлісу Рефатом Чуба- 
ровим наступного дня. 

«Єдиною умовою, яка дозво- 
лить забезпечити права 1 сво- 
боди людини, права кримсько- 
татарського народу - корінного 
народу Криму, є деокупація Кри- 
му й відновлення суверенітету 
України на території півострова», 
- наголосили у Меджлісі. 


У заяві також ідеться, що 
«Росія як країна-окупант 
відмовляється дотримува- 
тися норм міжнародного 


гуманітарного права на території 
окупованого нею Криму». 

Автори звернення  нага- 
дали про примусове  три- 
мання в психіатричній 
лікарні 4 заступника голови 
Меджлісу Їльмі Умерова i 
назвали його «частиною си- 
стемного переслідування й 
цілеспрямованих репресій» 
російської влади на півострові. 


Акція на підтрмку Ільмі Умерова, Київ 


«Примусове тримання ІЇльмі 
Умерова, який має низку тяж- 
ких хронічних захворювань, 
зокрема прогресуючу хворобу 
Паркінсона і цукровий діабет, у 
психіатричній лікарні є формою 
завдання йому особливих мо- 
ральних і фізичних страждань 
та оцінюється нами як фактор 
прямої загрози для його життя», 
- наголосили у Меджлісі. 

Автори звернення зазначають, 
що «життя і свобода Ільмі Уме- 
рова мають бути захищені» — так 


Посольство Британії 


само, як 1 життя і свобода інших 
кримських татар, затриманих 1 
переслідуваних російською вла- 
дою. 

Ільмі Умеров із 18 серп- 
ня перебуває на примусовій 


стаціонарній судово- 
психіатричній | експертизі B 
Сімферополі, його здоров'я 
погіршується. 

Російська ФСБ порушила 


кримінальну справу стосовно 
Ільмі Умерова за статтею «сепа- 
ратизм» у травні 2016 року. 


в Україні 


закликало Росію звільнити Умерова 


(Радіо Свобода) Посольство 
Великої Британії в Україні ви- 
ступило з заявою, в якій заклика- 
ло владу Росії негайно звільнити 
заступника голови Меджлісу 
кримськотатарського народу 
Ільмі Умерова і повернути оку- 
пований Крим Україні. 

«Затримання Ta / поводжен- 
ня 13 заступником голови 
Меджлісу кримськотатарського 
народу Ільмі Умеровим викли- 
кають глибоку стурбованість 
Великої Британії. Його приму- 
сове затримання та утримання у 
психіатричному відділенні, а та- 
кож інформація про погіршення 
стану його здоров'я викликають 
занепокоєння. Ми закликаємо 
владу Росії поважати міжнародні 
стандарти прав людини, негай- 
но звільнити Умерова та нада- 
ти йому доступ до необхідної 
медичної допомоги», - мовиться 
в заяві. 

«Очевидно, стандарти  за- 
безпечення - прав о людини у 
Криму не дотримуються, і ми 


продовжуємо закликати Росію 
надати без зволікань безпере- 
шкодний доступ (на півострів) 
усім міжнародним правозахис- 
ним моніторинговим установам. 
Ми не визнаємо і не будемо виз- 
навати незаконну анексію Кри- 
му. Росія має повернути Крим 
Україні», - заявило посольство. 

У травні фактична російська 
влада окупованого Криму ви- 
сунула проти Умерова обви- 
нувачення в закликах до Ce- 
паратизму. Приводом стало 
інтерв'ю кримськотатарсько- 
му телеканалові ATR, в якому 
заступник голови Меджлісу 
заявив про необхідність поси- 
лення санкцій проти Росії через 
окупацію Криму. 

11 серпня Ільмі  Умерову 
під час розгляду судом в оку- 
пованому Росією Криму пи- 
тання про призначення йому 
психіатричної експертизи стало 
зле. Лікарі шпиталізували його 
з підозрою на інфаркт. Але вже 
після цього підконтрольний Росії 


Київський райсуд Сімферополя 
призначив Умерову стаціонарну 
судово-психіатричну  експерти- 
зу. 18 серпня працівники ФСБ 
Росії домоглися дострокової 
виписки Умерова з лікарні в 
Сімферополі, де він проходив 
лікування, і вивезли для прове- 
дення психіатричної експертизи 
у психіатричний стаціонар. 

Недавно Айше Умерова, доч- 
ка Ільмі Умерова, заявила про 
погіршення стану здоров'я 
батька, а також про обмеження 
в харчуванні. У 59-річного Уме- 
рова цукровий діабет, хвороба 
Паркінсона, йому була проведе- 
на операція на серці. 

Україна, Євросоюз, 
міжнародні правозахисні 
організації вже не раз заклика- 
ли Росію звільнити Умерова. 
У російському  правозахисно- 
му центрі «Меморіал» назвали 
кримінальне переслідування за- 
ступника голови Меджлісу не- 
законним і політично мотивова- 
ним. 


Турчинов заявив про успішне 
випробування українських ракет 


(Радіо Свобода) Секретар 
Ради національної безпеки й обо- 
рони України Олександр Турчи- 
нов заявляє про успішне випробу- 
вання українських ракет. Про це 
повідомляє його прес-служба. 

«На відміну від російських 
аналогів, українські ракети - 
керовані, і саме тому більш ефек- 
тивно і точно вражають цілі, що 


було доведено під час випробу- 
вань», - зазначив Турчинов, який 
у п'ятницю відвідав полігон, де 
тривало випробування. 

За його словами, всі пуски 


ракет відбулися «надзвичайно 
успішно». 
Крім пусків | ракет, за 


повідомленням секретаря РНБО, 
також відбулось тестування си- 


стеми керування 0 реактивної 
системи © залпового вогню, 
створеної українськими вироб- 
никами. 

Подробиці випробування i те- 
стування не наводять. Як пояснив 
у своєму «Фейсбуці» позаштат- 
ний радник міністра оборони і 
президента Юрій Бірюков, ця 
інформація наразі засекречена. 
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A 


Dmytro Firtash 


Austrian high court rejects 
Firtash’s extradition appeal 


(RFE/RL)—Austria’s Constitutional Court has refused to consider an 
appeal by Ukrainian businessman Dmytro Firtash in an attempt to fight 
his extradition to the United States, where he is wanted on corruption 


Independence Day Parade in Kyiv, August 24, 2016 


Independence celebrated in Kyiv 


By Christopher Miller 

Ukraine marked 25 years of independence from the 
Soviet Union on August 24 with a massive parade of 
soldiers and heavy weaponry through central Kyiv, in 
a show of force designed to boost the morale of the 
country’s servicemen and reassure Ukrainians amid 
heightened tensions with Russia. 

Flanked by battle tanks, missile carriers, and other 
equipment, hundreds of uniformed troops marched 
through Independence Square in the country’s largest 
military procession since it declared independence in 
1991. 

“Independence has given us democracy and freedom, 
the feeling of civic dignity and national unity,” President 
Petro Poroshenko said, addressing the crowd. 

Thousands of flag-waving Ukrainians dressed in 
traditional embroidered shirts cheered, “Glory to 
Ukraine!” and “Death to enemies!” — chants popu- 
larized during the Euromaidan protests that drove a 
Russia-backed president from power in 2014. Gener- 
als saluted from armored transport vehicles and the 
national anthem rang out: “The glory and the freedom 
of Ukraine has not yet perished.” 

Independence Day celebrations have taken on a 
martial tone since Russia seized the Crimean Penin- 
sula in March 2014 and fomented separatism in east- 
ern Ukraine, where a war that started that April has 
killed more than 9,500 people. Poroshenko said in his 
address that 2,504 Ukrainian servicemen are among 
the dead but that “the enemy has failed...to bring 
Ukraine to its knees.” 

Besides potentially boosting morale, the large-scale 
military parades have enabled Kyiv to showcase its 
military, which has been revitalized after deteriorating 
following the Soviet collapse. 

In 2014, Independence Day came amid a major of- 
fensive by the Russia-backed separatists that killed 
hundreds of Ukrainian troops, led to a demoralizing 
battlefield defeat, and more or less solidified the con- 
flict lines. Kyiv then agreed to a cease-fire deal — the 
first of two agreements known as the Minsk accords 
— on terms critics say were beneficial to Moscow. 

This year, there are fears that another offensive is 
looming. 

Fighting between Ukrainian forces and Russia- 
backed separatists has flared in eastern Ukraine since 
June, with Kyiv suffering its worst battlefield cas- 
ualties in a year. Officials in Kyiv say Russia has in- 
creased its troop presence near Ukraine’s borders, and 


п > мч 


event gave them a sense of pride. 


Russian accusations that Kyiv tried to stage attacks in 
Crimea early in August — denied by Ukraine — have 
added to the tension. 

The previous week, Poroshenko warned of the pos- 
sibility of a “full-scale invasion on all fronts” and put 
Ukraine’s military on high alert. He said that he was pre- 
pared to impose martial law should the situation worsen. 

Surrounded by military materiel during the August 
24 celebration, Poroshenko told Ukrainians: “Today, 
our main guarantor is the armed forces of Ukraine. 
And this is much more serious than the Budapest 
memorandum,” a reference to a treaty signed in 1994 
by Ukraine, Russia, and the United States. 

The accord was meant to provide security assur- 
ances by its signatories in return for Ukraine giving 
up its nuclear weapons. But many Ukrainians have 
deemed the deal a failure after Russia’s military- 
backed annexation of Crimea and its interference in 
eastern Ukraine, where Kyiv and NATO say Russia 
has sent large numbers of troops and weapons during 
the conflict. 

While the idea of parading deadly weapons through 
the capital irked some Ukrainians, others said the 


“The parade is for our patriotism. It is important 
to raise the spirits of Ukrainians, especially when we 
are at war,” said Volodymyr Bondarchuk, 74, a Soviet 
Army veteran who wore a pressed suit and a medal 
commemorating his service. 

Congratulating Ukraine on behalf of President Bar- 
ack Obama “and the American people,” U.S. Secretary 
of State John Kerry said he was “deeply impressed by 
all you have accomplished in the more than two years 
since the Revolution of Dignity,” as many Ukrainians 
call the Euromaidan protests. 

“Despite Russia’s aggression in eastern Ukraine 
and its illegal occupation of Crimea, you have worked 
steadily to build stronger and more effective political, 
economic, and cultural institutions,” efforts that “have 
required perseverance and sacrifice,” Kerry said in a 
statement. 

“The United States will stand by you as you con- 
tinue to strengthen your democracy,” he said. “With 
our European partners, we will also press for full im- 
plementation of the Minsk agreements to end Russian 
aggression in Donbas and return the international bor- 
der to Ukrainian control. We remain steadfast in our 
refusal to recognize Russia’s attempted annexation of 
Crimea.” 


charges. 
Firtash had petitioned the court to recognize the U.S.-Austrian extradi- 
tion agreement as unconstitutional. 
The court’s rejection of his case, reported by Deutsche Welle on Au- 
gust 19, allows an appeal by the Vienna prosecutor’s office of a court 
ruling prohibiting Firtash from being extradited to the United States to 
be considered. 
U.S. officials are seeking Firtash’s extradition in the case of some 
$18.5 million in bribes being paid for a permit to mine titanium in India. 
Firtash, 51, is a co-owner along with Gazprom of RosUkrEnergo, a 
Swiss-registered company that exp 
Eastern Europe. 


orts natural gas from Turkmenistan to 


He also controls a large part of the titanium business in Ukraine and is 


one of that country’s richest men. 
Austrian officials arrested Firtash at the request of U.S. law enforce- 
ment agencies in March 2014. 


He was released from detention shortly afterwards when he posted bail 


of 125 million euros ($172 million), a record amount in Austria. 


Firtash rejects the charges against him as “absurd and unfounded.” 
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Celebrating the 25th Anniversary of 
Ukraine's Independence 


ZIAD ABOULTAIF 


Member of Parliament 
for Edmonton Manning 


WORKING FOR YOU IN EDMONTON AND OTTAWA 


І can be of any assistance to you on any federal 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact my office. 


Suite 204 A, 8119-160 Avenue,Edmonton, AB T5Z 0G8 
Ph: 780-822-1540 Fx: 780-822-1544 
ziad.aboultaif.c1@parl.gc.ca, www.ziadaboultaif.ca 
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Cheban wins 
Ukraine s 
second gold 


Final count — 11 
medals for the team 


(UkrNews)—Iurii Cheban of 
Ukraine retained his men’s 200m 
canoe sprint title in Rio and set a 
new Olympic record, August 18 to 
win Ukraine's second gold of the 
Olympics. 

A mix-up in qualification rules 
meant London 2012 champion 
Cheban initially missed out on a 
place in Thursday’s final before 
being reinstated in place of Czech 
paddler Martin Fuksa. 

The 30-year-old went on to claim 
gold, finishing in 39.279 seconds. 

Valentin Demyanenko of Azer- 
baijan won the silver with Brazil’s 
Isaquias Queiroz dos Santos secur- 
ing bronze. 

Oleh Vernaiaiey won Ukraine’s 
first gold two days earlier, taking 
first place in Gymnastics Artistic 
Men’s Parallel Bars (see Ukrainian 
News August 18 — August 31, 2016). 

Ukraine ended the Olympics with 
11 medals —2 gold, 5 silver and four 
bronze - good for 317 place. 

Canada finished 20" with 22 
medals — 4 gold, 3 silver and 15 
bronze. 

Aside from Cheban’s, Ukraine 
took three other medals after Au- 
gust 16, the date for which the re- 
sults were reported in the previous 
issue of Ukrainian News. 

All three were won on August 20 
when Pavlo Tymoshchenko took 
the silver medal in modern pentath- 
lon at Rio Olympics, while gym- 
nast Ganna Rizatdinova has earned 
bronze in rhythmic gymnastics in- 
dividual all-around. 

“Before the last event, the com- 
petitors were showing very close 
results. I understood the struggle is 
going to be difficult, but I manage 
to get up for it. Г am very happy I 
managed to recover after the in- 
jury. I am happy! This feeling is 
overwhelming,” | Tymoshchenko 
was quoted as saying by Ukraine’s 
Olympic Committee. 

Dmytro Ivanchuk and ~ Taras 
Mischuk won bronze in the Men’s 
Double Canoe 100 metres. 

As reported in the previous issue 
of Ukrainian News, three silver 
medals went to Zhan Beleniuk, the 
Women’s Sabre Team and Serhiy 
Kulish. 

Kulish was the first Ukrain- 
ian athlete to win a medal at the 
Games, taking his in the Air Rifle 
Men’s Finals, August 8 

He scored 204.6 points, being 
behind Italy’s Niccolo Campriani 
with 206.1 points, who was a sil- 
ver medal winner during the 2012 
Olympics. 

Beleniuk won the silver medal in 
a Wrestling Men’s Greco-Roman 
85 kg competition on August 15. 

In the decisive fight, he was 
beaten by Russian wrestler Davit 
Chakvetadze. 

The Ukrainian women’s sabre 
fencing team won their medal on 
August 13. The athletes were beat- 
en by the Russian team in the final 
match with 30:45, and left the US 
team with the third place. 

The team consisted of Olha 
Kharlan, Alina Komashchuk, 
Olena Kravatska, and Olena Vor- 
onina. Earlier, on August 10, Khar- 
lan won bronze in individual sabre 
fencing. 

Ukraine’s other bronze was won 
by Bohdan Bondarenko in the 
men’s high jump, August 16. 
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PHOTOS -- PAMELA SHAPKA 
Top to Bottom: Dnipro Soloist Irene Federkewych; Axios Меп 5 Ensemble 
Conductor Boris Derow; 
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*One day promotions on Plots, і на 
Niches, Mausoleum Crypts, Private || "Опе day promotion on Plots, al 
Columbariums, and Urns. Niches, Mausoleum спри Private | Й 
Columbariums and Urns. 
, “Door Prizes and Refreshments | 
“Door Prizes and Refreshments i 
крона *Come view our line of factory : и і 
| direct monuments and receive *Come view our newly created і 
а quote оп factory direct. Columbarium Gardens which is : 


eee graced by flowing stream, soft 
кос є music, and places to reflect. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 
(780) 434-5433 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 
(780) 424-5493 
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Leader of the NildroseO al Opposition 


THE WILDROSE OFFICIAL OPPOSITION 
Is fighting in the Legislature for: 


ра з E РУ Ге = | РУ 
Contact the 2 Wil fel ge se Oficial | з PF ро si tion 
5th floo! 041 8 7 St. FE ПОПТОЇ \D aM 


